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BLANCHE DE EANZI. 



CHAPTER I. 

The Marquis 9f B descended from an illustrioua family, had married 

a lady of Rochefoucauit, near relation to the great duke of that name. 
Their marriage was one of pure affection. They were young ; they loved 
mutually, and dwelt together happily in undisturbed retirement. Afler the 
lapse of soQ^e yearsy three noble boys and two beautiful girls were the ob- . 
jeots of tbek fqndest care* 

The eldest son, according to the custom of the time, as soon as he had ^ 
attained his fourteenth year, entered the army of Louis the XIV ; while the 
youngest chose the ecclesiastical profession^; on account of his bad health* 
The elder sister pronounced her vows at Fonterrault and resigned herself te 
a life of devotion, while the younger, named Emily^ alone remained a^ 
home, with her second brother Adolphe. 

M. de B. had a friendly neighbor, (he Count D'Artimont, a worthy and 
courageous man. In bis early years, he had followed the sea, and obtained 
much distinction imder the celocs of ^ Grand Mimarqm. His son had 
also entered the navy and was, at the time our narrative commences, lieu- 
tenant of a sJ^ip-of- war. The Viscount, hewever, bad naturally a bad heart, 
and he had been so much petted by his afiectiunate parents, that nearly ^ 
all his good qualities had been eradicated. His voyage to the colonies, too, 
had given strength to his bad disposition. Every vice, which weak human 
nature is heir to, seemed to be concentrated in him ; and what was still 
worse, he concealed them under the most fkcinating and winning manners. 

He was connected at Paris and Toulon with a band of perfect villains;, 
he had mortgaged the lands of his father and lost all his money by gambling; 
ha had also by a false marriage drawn into his net a young and bea utiful 
girl, and then, by changing his name, had escaped 

The services of his father, in former times, and h is own skill, which, in 
spite of his crimes, was great, had procured him the command of the frig- 
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6 BLANCHE DE RANZI. 



ate < Agreeable,' of eighteen guns, which had just been launched, and fitted 
out to drive away the Algerines from the French coast on the Mediterranean. 

This monster resolved to take advantage of this opportunity, to escape 
the punishment, with which his crime threatened him, and pass over, with 
his vessel, to the service of these powerful enemies* Wisliing to obtain a 
sum of money fcom his father for thia4)urpo6p, lie returned home. 

The old man was deligl^ed to see his son Again, and called together all 
the neighbors to make his visit pleasant, And among them, the Marquis of B. 
and his son. Adolphe was loaded with caresses by the base Viscount, so 
that he burned with desire to set out wiih him against the corsairs. M. do 
R gave his consent to his son's wishes, and promised to gain over his 
mother to the project. 

The Viscount D^Artimont obtained the same agreement from the fathers 
of eleven other young men of the province, and they all had appointed to 
meet at his house, a few days after. Adolphe found even this time too long 
for his impatience, and burned to set out. 

His mother learned his resolution with extreme grief, and employed both 
caresses and threats, to divert him from it. But Adolphe Was inexorable ; 
he pressed his mothet in his arms, he wiped away her tear?, and promised 
to return to her before long ; but was resolute to set out with the Viscbunt. ' 
Madame de B. seeing her son was inflexible,.attached to' his wribt her minia- 
ture with a bracelet of her hair, hung on his neck a little bbjir, cmit&ining 
some precious reliques, and slipped into his valise a pur^, filled -wiih louis ; 
and Adolphe set out ariild benedictions and tefars. 

As soon as the twelve young men were assembled, the Viscount lost no '• 
time in starting with them, after having received from hh§ fkther most touch- 
ing proofs ot afifection, and morie than a year'^ revenue, which his farmers 
bad advanced him for the purpose.' D'Artimont, wishing to take away from 
bis children, (for the oldest was not more than fburteen,) every cause for 
suspicion, treated them with the greatest generosity upon the road. 

Evei7 one was struck with the grace and g6od appearance of these young 
men ; but Adolphe was distinguished above 'them all. His n<ible air; his 
large black eyes, full of fire and youth ;' bis open forehead, shaded by raves 
black hair J bis verrTrillron II [ip, wh^re the smile of innocence wis fever play-' 
in^— everything was phansing; everything was interiBStlng. ' ^ 

Aa sooQ as they had arrived at Toulon, however, the manners of the Vis- ' 
count towards the younig^ men nndei-went an entire change. His tone be- 
came more aod more overbeoiing every day, until at length, fearful of be- 
ing thwarted in his plaws, he sent them all on hodtdi the frigate, and had 
them pia under arrests Then it was that Adolphe regretted bitterly that he 
had not listened to the prayers of his mother ;'biit flow he saw it was too 
late, and consoling himself with his c6mpanions in tnisfortune, he soon for- 
got the whole )iorror of his situation. 
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V 



CHAPTER II. 



At length, the wind becoming fatorabfe, the Viscount went oti board and 
ordered the isailors to weigh anchor. Hardly had they lost sight of land, 
than they made out an Algerine vessel, coming down upon them in full sail. 
Adolphe was sad no longer ; he prepared for the combat ; he longed to 
spring on their deck, cutlass in hand, when the creW threw themselves on 
hira and his companions, and dragged them into the hold of the vessel, in 
spite of all their efforts. A moment after, they heard the roar of a broad- 
side, and then distinguished cries and a foreign tongue. Dead silence, a 
thousand times more frightful than the most horrid noise, suddenly suc- 
ceeded. Adolphe called on the name of his m >ther and of his God, and 
swore to avenge the treason which put them in chains. 

While he was thus cursing the Yiscoum, the barbarians entered, and with- 
out paying any attention to the complaints of the young men, loaded them 
with additional fetters, and lefl them at the bottom of the .hold, without 
even telling them the fste of the frigate. Adolphe knew that the traitor 
D'Artimont bad sold the vessel to the corsairs, and must have agreed to de- 
liver her up to them, before leaving Frbnce. 

As soon as the pirates had taken possession of the frigate; the crew Was 
mastered, and D'ArHmont was appointed lieutenant, and assumed the tur- 
ban, while the prisoners were put on board the Algerine, to prevent all pos- 
sibility of conspiracy. 

In twelve days, they landed at Algiers, where Adolphe seemed to have 
reached the extremity of misfortune. As he was going ashore with his com- 
panions, he perceived D'Artimont, whom he did not at first know, on ac- 
count of his Algerine dress. He upbraided hltn in the severest terms for his 
perfidity ; but the latter only answered him with a sascastic smile. Nothing 
could equal the anger of Adolphe, but pity soon took its place, when he 
saw the wiretch stretehed upon the ground, pierced throtigh with aftiletta 
by the hand of one of his crew, whom he bad insulted. Quicker than 
lightning, the man had stolen the murderous weapon from the very sheath 
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of Adolphe and plunged it into bis bosom. Tbe man was delivered up |o 
justice by the corsair captain, and empaled tbe same day. 

Our twelve young men, being handsome and interesting, were removed 
to the caravansary, where they were left apparently on parole. And after 
having remained here for some days, the corsair captain obtained permission 
from tbe Bey to present them to him ; and having clothed them in beautiful 
garments, he led them with light silver chains to tbe feet of the Bey. 

This prince received the corsair with kindness, bestowing on him all the 
cargo of the frigate, as well as the gold and silver, they might find in her, 
reserving for himself only the vessel and a choice from the twelve slaves. 
After having closely questioned all the twelve, by the aid of an interpreter, 
the preference was given to Adolphe, because he was nearer the age of his 
own son, to whom he was to be instructor in French, which began to be 
very extensively spoken, even in tfus part of the world. 

The corsair was then ordered to remove the companions of Adolphe, and 
sell them for his own profit, whUe Adolphe was obliged to depart immedi- 
ately for tbe castle of Tunis, many miles from Algiers, where the greatest 
care was to be bestowed on the young Frenchman, as the future companion 
of the prince. 

lu the evening, they arrived at the castle, and Adolphe was immediately 
presented to Effei Ametto, the son of the Bey. He was a young prince of 
engaging manners^ and a sensible mind. His features somewhat resembled 
those of Adolphe ; his mother had been Italian, and the Bey had loved her 
with the warmest affection, which made her only son as d<;ar to him, as his 
life. She had been dead two years, and all the subjects of the Bey mourned 
for her. 

As Eflfei could speak Italian, by the education of his mother had given 
bim» Adolphe found it quite easy to converse with bim, and tbe prince ap- 
peared enchanted with the present his &ther had made him. 

Soon Efifei could not dispense with him. On the one hand, he learned 
with extreme facility all that was taught him, and on tbe other, the vanity 
of Adolphe could not help being flattered in finding himself a skillful mas- 
ter at thirteen years of age. 

This superiority of knowledge seemed to alleviate^ in a great degree^ tlie 
miseries of slavery, and if the thought of his father's grief and mother's 
tears had not been present to his mind, he might bave supported hia ftte 
with calmness ; especially as nothing, which coukl be either useful or agree- 
able to bim, was denied him. But his heart fondly dwelt on the scenes of 
his childhood, and more intensely perhaps, as no communication was al- 
lowed him with France. In vain he had attempted to write to his parents. 
His letters were all intercepted, and sent back to Effei Amette, who greatly 
reproached him for seeking to leave him. 

< What woaid you seek, Adolphe, in your own country ? A father? 
Does not mine take his place ? Brothers ? Can they love you as much as 



Digitized by 



Google 



BLANCHE D£ RANZI. 9 

1 ? If you would marry, 1 will obtain the Bey's permissioa for you to es- 
pouse one of the ▼irgins of my father's seraglio* Of what then do[you eom- 
plain ? Are your duties disproportioned to your strength ? Have you been 
obliged to renounce your religion ? Is there any pleasure, which you do 
not share with me ? Have 1 even taken a walk, when you were not with 
me ? Adolphe, I conjure you by the portrait of your mother, do not leave 



me 



f» 



Adolphe was sensible of Effei's attachment to him, but he could not recon- 
cile himself to his separation from his fhmily. He recalled to his mind the 
tender farewell of his mother; he saw her bathed in tears ; he heard her call 
on her Adolphe, and demand him of all nature; and he seemed to see her 
descend to the tomb in all the anguish of a broken heart. He could not 
reconcile himself to his present situation, though surrounded with pomp 
and magnificeace. 

One day Adolphe attempted to make bis escape, during the heat of the 
chase. Effei Amette had watched the steps of his friend, and suddenly 
come upon him, pale and trembling, as he was winding round a rocky 
mountain. 

* Whither are you going, unhappy Adolphe P' cried the prince. *You fly 
from me ; you abandon me ; you do not consider the grief you would cause 
me. But,' added he in the acoents of grief and despair, placing bis dagj^r 
to his heart, *' if you persist in your endeavors to leave me, I will not die by 
slow degrees, from regret at your desertion, but you must pass over my 
bleeding body.' Adolphe aifected by the burning expressions of Eifei, 
descended immediately from his horse, fell at the feet of the prince, and 
swore never to leave him ; and from this moment, in accordance with his 
oath, he renounced every thought of seeing France again, and owned no 
other country, than that of his fiiend. The prince treated him, as his equal, 
permitted him to eat at the same table with himself, and gave him apart- 
ments near bis own, furaisbed in the European s^e. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Adolphe bod now Attained his ttrentteth y^ar and Amette was about 
eighteen, both of them handsome and amiable. The dark complexion of 
the prince seemed to give additional beauty to the i^gtilarity of his features; 
his form was perfect) and his voice was sweift and sonorous. Adolphe pos- 
sessed the same advantages, but the European color imparted more liveli- 
ness to his expression. In short, we can compare them to nothing, bnt a 
fine morning and a beautiful evening. 

The Bey came every year to Tunis, and brought with him a number of 
beautiful female slaves, in the hope, his son would make a choice. But up 
to the present time, no one had made any impression on the heart either of 
Eflfei or Adolphe.- Wholly given up to friendship and search for knowledge, 
they despised those beauties, who would have afforded them only transient 
pleasure. But the moment which was to fix their destiny, had arrived. 

An Algerine vessel had brought home, among other riches, an exceedingr 
ly beautiful' slave, whom they had carried off from the coast of France. The 
captain immediately carried hef l)efore the Bey, having heard that a large 
reward had been offered to any one, who would bring^ befbre him a female 
sufficiently handsome to become the wife of bis son. The Bey was so per- 
fectly enchanted with her appearance, that he paid an enormous sum for * 
her, feeling certain, that such a beautiful being, and particularly one of 
French birth, would be admired and loved by EflTei Amette. 

The Bey ordered her to be appareled in the most becoming manner, so as 
to show her beauty to the best advantage. Blanche appeared supremely 
beautiful. The whiteness and transparency of her complexion, which did 
not yield even to the* lily, had given her this name. Her eyes of the color 
of Minerva's, added to the beauty of their form, a touciiingand spiritual ex- 
pression. Her hair of a dark and glossy chestnut, her beautifully arched 
eye-brows, the most voluptuous and graceful form, her arm and hand and 
ancle, moulded in most exquisite* proportions, sixteen years, and a heart that 
had never loved, made her a most enchanting being. 

She had been stolen as she was walking on the sea-shore with some of 
her companions, the very day she had been betrothed to a rich and power- 
ful nobleman, to whom her father had sacrificed her ; for Saint Herme was 
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incapable of inspiring love. It was not, therefore, v^ith the deepest grief, 
that Blaocfae saw herself snatched away from a countiy, where only misery 
seemed to be in store for her ; and besides, being of a romantic disposition, 
she looked forward to the future with unmixed hope. When, therefore, she 
was told by the interpreter, that she was destined for the bride of the young, 
handsome, and amiable prince Effei Amette, her heart bounded with joy. 
She allowed herself to be dressed and adorned by the slaves the Bey had 
given her, with the complete certainty, that his susceptible heart could not 
escape her fascinations. A female slave bad apprised her of all the particu- 
lars in the life of Amette, and above all praised his tender friendship for 
Adolpbe, who from a slave, had become the most intimate friend and confi- 
dant of the prince. 

Blanche was much moved by Adolphe's history, and her feelings could 
not be indifferent for a young person of her own country and circumstances. 
And if ambition made her desirous of becoming the wife of the prince, 
another vague emotion, she hardly knew what, whispered a preference for 
Adolphe. 

Filled with brilliant hopes, therefore, yet hardly knowing whether she 
should prefer the prince or her countryman, she arrived at the castle of Tu- 
nis, and was conducted to the seraglio, which was entirely deserted, while 
the Bey with whom she had come, went to the apartments ef EfiTei. 

The latter sainted his son with manifest satisfaction. The idea, that he 
would be affected by the charms of the beautiful Blanche, gave him great 
pleasure, for he hoped, that at last, Amette wo*ild give him an heir. A 
splendid dinner was served up, during which he declaired to Efiei his 
anxious wish, to see him choose a companion. 

« I am old,' said he ; * you are my only son, and I wish, by associating you 
' in the government, to strengthen myself against my brother. But before 
exposing you to danger, 1 wish you to have a successor, m the person of a 
son.' 

* I am yet, my Lord, very young to take on myself the task of govern- 
ment ; I need retirement, that I may acquire, more fully, the art of govern- 
ing. And besides, among all the beauties that you have brought here every 
year, no one has engaged my heart.' 

* Perhaps J shall meet with better success at present ; indeed I have 
thought it unnecessary to embarrass your choice. A French girl as beauti- 
ful as the morning, and who appears as amiable as Adolphe, seems to unite 
every quality, which can intetest and please.' 

« A French girl,' said Adolphe, « what is her name, my Lord ?' 

* Blanche de Ranzi ; she is the daughter of a governor of a city on the 
coast of JVovince.* Adolphe could not repress a sigh of pity. 

*If she is worthy of comparison with my friend,' said the prince, *and if 
1 can please her, do not doubt, my Lord, that I shaH resign myself to her 
without regret. 
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This conversation was hardly finished, when the doors opened, and 
Blanche entered. 

The two friends arose involuntarily and their eyes expressed admiration 
and love. Those of Blanche fell first on the prince, hut by a magnetic at- 
traction, they were immediately drawn to Adolphe,and that glance mingling 
with his, fixed their fate. The Bey, who was wholly occupied with his son, 
seeing that Blanche had made a deep impression on his heart, was elated 
with joy, when suddenly he saw him sit down again, and his eyes, which, 
but a moment before burned with all the fire of Jove, sink back into indif- 
ference. 

< Well my son,' said he, * is not Blanche ravishing ?* 
'She is handsome enough.' 

* But is she not supremely beautiful ?' 

* Beauty,' replied Amette, *is of little consequence.' 

* She is spiritual, and learned as Adolphe.* 

<A11 that is possible ; but 1 think,' added Amette, 'that she can never be 
mine ; order her, my Lord, to retire.^ 

Blanche and Adolphe, mutually affected, heard nothing, saw nothing, 
and were only recalled to themselves by the order to lead BhiDche back to 
the seraglio.. Adolphe then feared lest his friend might have perceived the 
impressioo, she had made upon him, and attempted, though too late, to put 
restraint on himself. Blanche retired, filled with sadness. 

The next evening, after supper, while they were taking their sherbet, the 
Bey asked his son if he would not like to see Blanche. 

«No, no,' cried the prince, * I do not wish to see her,' and fell immediately 
into a profound revcry, as if he were occupied with some important thought. 
Then assuming a smiling countenance, he said, 

* Will you give me this slave, my Lord ?' 

< For what else have I bought her ? Believe me, at my age, one cares lit- 
tle for such bagatells, as love. Take Blanche, and be sure that the love, first 
sight has not inspired, the knowledge of her talents and the charms of her 
wit will beget.' 

•Do you give her to me, then ?' 

* Yes, my son.' 
•I accept her.' 

What Adolphe suffered during this conversation, cannot be described. 
As soon as the Bey had retired, and the two friends were left alone, Efiei 
threw himself into the arms of Adolphe. 

* My friend,' said he, *can I depend on you ?' 

' Why should you doubt it, my Lord ? Have I not sacrificed everything 
to you ? Have I not for your sake renounced family and country ?' 

* Well then,' said Efiei, ' I wish you to tell me frankly what you think of 
Blanche. 
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This sudden question startled him ; he was not prepared for it; and for 
some minutes he had not the power to speak. 

*h would be impossible,' said he at length, <to do justice to her charm^.' 

< I do not ask this of you. Would Adolpbe be happy if Blanche were his?' 

* 1 have often told you, my Loud, I should never dare to look on the wo- 
man, who is designed for you.' ' 

< You have heard what I have just said to my ikther ; that Blanche could 
never be for me.' 

* Ah ! if it were true, I cannot conceal from you, I should be the happiest 
M of men.' 

I, * Take her then, Adolphe, frotn the hand of your friend.' 

i The chevalier threw himself at his feet and could find no expression 

f strong enough to testify his gratitude. EtTei raised him up and pressed him 

) to his heart. He immediately gave orders to admit Adolphe into the 

seraglio, and the happy lover, given up to the sweetest hope, flew to the feet 
of his mistress. 

Blanche, in the meantime, shut up in the seraglio, looked forward to the 
future only with fear. She was pondering deeply on her misfortunes, when 
she heard a light step- in the anti-chamber. She shuddered with the thought 
that it was Effei Amette, coming to command her to yield to his desires. 
She wished to fly, to snatch herself from his sight ; she trembles at the 
opening of the door, and rises to escape from the prince, when she beholds 
Adolphe at her feet. 

* Ah, sir !' cried she, * how have you dared ' 

Adolphe, who now feared, lest he had been laboring under a delusion, 

begged for her pardon, for be had thought, that having been born under the 
same sky and nourished in the same land, she would see him, and that he 
wished to profit by the permission the prince had given him to entertain 
her. 

* What, has the prince consented ^ 

*He has.' 

* Ah, sir, I cannot believe ,' and then stopping short, lest Adolphe 

should penetrate the secret of her heart, she added in a grave tone. < I did 
not think, that the sad customs of this country would permit me to see a 
Frenchman. But do you know, sir, what my fate is to be, by the decision 
of the Bey ?' 

* 1 know this, said he, timtyeu can decide your own fate, for you are free.' 

* I free !' replied Blanche sadly * can 1 return to my native country ? 
*Not to such an extent as this, I confess,' said Adolphe blushing ; 'you 

must establish yourself in this country, to be its ornament and pride.' 
'But, sir, how happens it, that you remain here? Have you renounced 

your native land ?* 
' My heart,' replied he, * has of\en reproached me, but 1 have been retained 

here by the kindness of the prince, and my word pledges me never to leave 
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him. A still greater token of bis attachment binds ^e to him forever ; it is 
to him, Blanche, that I owe tlie inexpressible happiness of seeing you ^ and 
if you are sensible to the homage of a heart, which until now has braved 
every feeling of love, I shall have nothing more to ask*' 

Blanche listened with gveat interest to Adolphe, but when he bad finished, 
and asked her to give him some answer to his ardent words, she said that 
she could not so quickly decide on a step, on which rested her whole future 
life, and besides, they both being christians, that they could not be united 
except by a priest of their own religion. 

< Ah, Blanche, if that is all, you need, I am certain of happiness, for I 
know that Effei will permit one of those worthy priests who come here to 
redeem christian slaves, to sanction our marriage.' 
^I repeat, sir, that I cannot so quickly fetter myself for Hie.' 

* Am I not permitted, then, to cherish any hope ? Must I leave you with- 
out receiving some mark of encouragement to soothe the tornients that de- 
vour me ? 

< In listening to you so long, have I not done more than 1 ought ?' 

*Say then, at least, when I may see you again.' 

' Since I am in your power, I have no right to refuse yon admittance into 
the seraglio.' 

' You alone, Blanche, command here. Do but name the day, the hour, 
when you will receive me.' 

* To-morrow, at noon.' 

'How long a time will that be! But your will be done,' and rising he 
took h^r hand and imprinted on it a farewell kiss. 

Adolphe, transported with joy, went to find EfTei, and hastily related to 
him, what had just happened between Blanche and himself. The prince 
listened to the recital with a great deal of coolness, which much astonished 
Adolphe. 

< I take,' said Amette, but little interest in love, and I think, notwithstfind- 
ing the desire of my father, that I can never sacrifice myself upon the altars 
of Hymen. But my &*iend,' added he with the tendere^t expressiouj * you 
shall be the husband of Blanche ; and your children shall be my children. 
I give you absolute power over this castle during my absence.' 

*What, my Lowl ; ai-e you going to leave us ?' 

< Only for a few days. 1 have requested my father to permit me to ac- 
company him on his journey to Algiers, as he is about to review the army ; 
for it seems certain, that we shall soon be engaged in war with Zamolan 
Mahomed.' 

< I hope,' said Adblphe, you will not ik> me the injustice to think, that I 
will languji^ amid tb« etMorvating delighta of the seraglio, whilst my friend 
and master is exposed to the perils of war.' x 

< 1 intend, Adolphe, that you shall join us soon ; but yon will have time 
to consumate your happiness, before we march against the enemy« The 
necessary preparations cannot be made before three months.' Saying this, 
he bid Adolphe good night and withdrew. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



A1HII.FHB ynsm le enflamed with lav« for Btaocbe, that be did not reflflcl 
OB thq cause of the prinee'a resolutioni and the ardour of his frieodriiip 
yielded somewhat to this new passion. But. be couhl not bid adieu to Efiei 
Amette, without sbeddiug tears! It seemed to him, that his happuMSS 
would not be complete, bis friend not beiiig witness of it The prince per- ' 
chived the emotion of Adolphe, and bad difficulty id concealing his own, 
though AdoVhe was far from penetrating the motive of it* The Bey con- 
firmed the order qf bis son, and inyeated Adolphe with the authority of 
gevernef over the castle of Tunis, promising either to recall Efki to him, 
or (o sen4 Adolpbe to the prince should war be ddclared. 
. ]^o sooner had the bey set out on his returur than the chevalier de B^fyre* 
sented himself at the gates of the seraglio, which were openfed to him., 

Blanche who resisted, the ardour of Adolpbe, only that she might not 
seem to yield to the violence of her passion, consented at length to receive 
his hand and heart. Her lover, profiting by the unlimited power, which . 
the bey had invested him with, sent to Tunis for a priest, who had lately ar- 
rived from France. This respectable minister united this happy couple,, 
who, rich frorp the generosity of Effei, gave him a considerable sum of' 
money, f^r the redemption of captives, and charged him with letters 10 their 
P^fPeilts in Francey., apprising them of their situation, though no ibought of, 
returning \q tfaeirnfitive country had even entered their minds. 

^Nothing could compare to the happiiiiess of J^anche and Adolphe! but 
the latter, 19 spite of the charms of his wife felt that his friend had deserted 
hiip* For nearly ten years they bad not been apart a single instai^t. The 
one had not a thought, which did not belong to the other, their pleasures, 
their studies, all were in common ; and now he fek the want of a friend, 
who might participate in his joys, and console Jiim.in.tl^e hour of mis- 
fortune. 

Adolphe had oAen written to Effei, pressing him to retum, 0^ at least, give 
him permisslpn to joiniiink But Effei, w^om a deep grief was rapidly de* 
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vouring, answered the Chevalier de B. that as yet nothing had been decided 
on and that he might remain near the object of his love, until the war broke 
out, and that, as for himself, he could not possibly leave his father, at a time, 
when business was so pressing. The messenger who brought the last letter 
to A^olphe, told him that he would conceal no longer, that the health of 
the young prince was declining, that in spite of all his endeavors to dissim- 
ulate his sufferings, his slaves often found him almost lifeless with grief. 

This melancholy news filled the heart of Adolphe with sadness, and 
though he did not imagine himself the cause of Effei's grief^ he was anx- 
ious to discover the state of a friend who was so dear to him. Without' 
therefore,mentioning it to Blanche he sent by the same messenger to the Bey , 
requesting permission to join Amette in camp. The Bey, who was anxious 
of his son's health hoping, that the presence of Adolphe would dissipate the 
clouds, which ever-shadowed him, sent an emir to take command of the 
castle, and urged Adolphe to hasten to the camp, M soon as possible. Blanebe 
when her husband imparted to her the orders of the Bey, experienced the 
most violent grief^ and made useless efhrts to detain Adolphe, who in spite 
of bis love, allowed his friendship for Effei to obtain the mastery of hi» 
heart, and fbrced himself to separate from Blanche. 

Having arrived at Algiers, he hastened to the tent of Amette, but what 
was his surprise and grie^ when he saw him reduoed almost to a skeleton, 
with eyes l»ollow aubd dull, the pioture otf" despair! AMphe threw himsdf 
into hisarmsr^O my friend,' said he, is it; possible that you have co^ceided 
from me the state ia which I find you.' *1 have sufibred mtuHi,' refilled Ef* 
fte^^but I am better, and sbali soon foe restored to health, since yon will 
be with roe.' ■ ' 

Adolphe regarded him whh profound eadness, and sought to read in his 
eyes, the cause of the melancholy, which was consuming him. Ant Amette 
making an extraordinary effort, appeared so happy at seeing his friend again, 
that the latter decieved by these proofs of attachment, thought, that the ex- 
treme change which he saw in Effete wf» only the result of fatigue and la- 
bor, and begged him to be more moderate, and to throw on himself the lar- 
ger part of his cares. Amette even spoke of Blanche and the grief which 
he must have experienced, in parting with Adolphe, while the latter, Httfe 
suspecting, that he was plunging daggers Into the heart of ihia friend, boast- 
ed to him of his happiness, the charms of Blanche, afnd hoped, that the son 
of the Bey might find a Companion, who would render him as happy. 

*JVb, my friend, never— never ! in future 1 must live only for friettd- 
shtp,' and he appeared to be plunged in the most profound revery ; then ral- 
lying himself suddenly, he entertained Adolphe with the greatest self-pos- 
session, in regard to his plans for the campaign. * Since my friend,' added 
he, * has rejoined me, nothing should defer our enterprise ; to-morrowm6rn- 
ing we wit taike the field.^ 

Buring the evening they went to take leave of the Bey, who could not re- 
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tain his tears at behofdiDg the state ofhia son, the only object ofall his hopes ; 
he recommended him to the care and friendship of Adolphe, and made a 
thousand vows to Heaven, if it would restore Amette to him in health, and 
victorious. 

The next morning, before' Aurora had sprinkled with rosy light the dewy 
moin,' they set out on their march. I shall not describe the different events 
of this^ bloody war, in which two brothers, armed one against the other, em- 
ployed all that ruse and audacity could invent, to drive each other from the 
field. Every where EfFei proved his valor and military skill, for victory 
followed his footsteps, and fortune was his companion. Always in the 
thickest of the fight, he seemed rather to seek death, than the glory of con- 
quering. Adolphe did not leave his side for a single moment, and made his 
own body serve as a bulwark for his friend's defence, receiving the shafts 
hurled against the prince upon his shield or in his body. 

* Why do you expose yourself,' said Amette, ' you are happy, thine it is to 
live!' 

* Can I live without you ? but if you wish my lord, that I should not run 
such risks, do not seem to take pleasure in exposing yourself.' 

Blanche, whom fame told of the dangers, to which glory and friendship 
exposed her dear Adolphe, experienced the most vivid alarms, and it was 
evident that the blow which should cut short the destinies of her husband, 
would be the signal for her death. 

In the mean time, Zamalan-Mahomed, cornered on all sides, and seeing 
his soldiers daily desert his colors, to range themselves under those of their 
legitimate chief, sued for peace. EfHe despatched a courier to his father, 
who would only grant a truce of three months, not so much for the purpose 
of making a reconciliation with his rebel brother, as to force Amette to take 
care of his health, which day by day became more critical. 

The truce was signed, Zamalan retired with his troops into the desert and 
Effie conducted his army victorious under the walls of Tunis, whither an 
involuntary attraction led him. He wished once more before death, to see 
this abode, where he had passed so many happy days with his dear Adol- 
phe ; a sentiment still more strong, rendered him desirous to enjoy one sin- 
gle moment of that happiness which he wished for, but not obtained, was 
conducting him to the gates of the tomb ; and certain, that nothing could 
save him now, he feared no longer to disclose a secret, which by his death * 
could not disturb the happiness of his frieud. 

When Blanche heard the sound of the trumpets, her heart beat with joy,. 
at the thought that she should again see her Adolphe ; and soon they were 
locked in each others arms, their souls buried in their chaste embraces. 

Adolphe then led her to the apartment of Effie. When he saw Blanche, 
a sudden tremor took possession of him, and unable to support himself, he 
fell back on the sofa where he had been sitting, and a deatb-like paleness 
oversjiread his features. 
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' Good God !' cried Adolphe, what shall I do ! How I tremble. for the life . 
of my friend !' And pressing Amette to his bosom, he sought to. reanimate . 
him. 

'I exist still,' said he, raising his weak and languishing eyes ; <I see you 
once more, my friend — 1 feel that I shall not enjoy the pleasure lon^.' 

* Oh God!' said Blanche, can you speak such sad words to us? Is there 
no means of alleviating your suflTerings ?* 

•They will end^ my friends, they will end soon ; I hare seen you, 1 will ' 
die in ygur arms ; what more can I desire ?' 

' No, you will not die,' said Blanche ; < the God of mercy and justfpe will 
not permit his most perfect image to disappear from this world. No, do 
not despair.' 

' Ah, madame,' replied the prince sadly, ^ it is not for you to desire me to 
live.' 

This sentence shed a ray of light on the unhappy Adolphe. < Ah Heav- 
en ! Can it be possible that you are sacrificing yourself to my unhappiness.' . 

* I can now confess it, for nothing can repair the evils which a terrible 
passion, though I fought against it with all my strength, has made me suf- 
fer, , From the first moment that I saw Blanche I adored her, but perceiv- 
ing immediately that ^he had made the same impression on you, I condemn- 
ed myself to silence ; I tore myself from these scenes, so dear to my youth. 
I thought that the tumult of the camp and the love of glory might extin- 
guish theBame which the charms of Blanche had kindled ; but every thing 
was powerless against a feeling which conquers our strongest resolutions. 
Like a tiger of the desert which, wounded by a poisoned dart, flies from the * 
arm which struck him, without the power of escaping the death which he ' 
bears in his side, he runs, he scours across the burning sands, he frightens 
by his roars the timid gazelles, and still more terrible, in his last moments, 
he drags into the dust every thing he meets, so did I seek in the mdee of bat- 
tle to avenge on my enemies the torments of my soul. Unelated by victo- 
ry, I have seen in the cessation of hostilities only a prolongation of my own 
misery. Such my friend is the confession of my weakness.' 

* Good God !' cried Adolphe, * is it possible that I am the cause of the 
death of my friend ?' ' 

Blanche, overwhelmed with grief, retired slowly from the bed of the suf- 
ferer. 

* 00 not take from me, madame, the only pleasure that remains to me. I 
shall not enjoy it long, but let this terrible secret rest in profound silence. 
Let my father never penetrate it. I wish him to be ignorant of the cause of 
my death, and that you should console him for the loss of his son by sup- . 
plying my place to him. Promise this to me, my dear Adolphe.' 

fAh! what do you wish me to promise you, my lord, when my soul, 
plunged into an abyss of grief, cannot support the idea of surviving you.' 
< Look at Blanche,' snid Amette, 'and tell me if lite, wben it is to be pass- 
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ed with her, is noC worth preserving ; at leastdo not take from me my dear 
Adolphe, by your despair the value of the frightful sacrifice, I have made to 
you : but I fee) myself weakened, send a courier to inform my father of my 
situation. I do not wish to die without receiving his benediction.' 

Adolphe, in despair, executed the orders of his friend, and the Bey, learn- 
ing the danger of his son, set out upon his barbed steed and arrived many 
hours before the messenger. No words can paint his grief, when he saw 
the object of all his love, almo^ lifeless. He threw himse>f on his bed, fold* 
«d him in his arms, desired to mingle his soul with his son's, accursing ^nd 
invoking the prophet in turns. 

Effei, cahn and tranquil in the midsl of grf^rand pain, endeavored to con- 
sole and assure them, that death at an age, in which one preserves all bis 
faculties, is infinitely less sad than when the weight of year8 bows one to 
the tomb. 'One must be capable of living, in order to know hoi^ to meet 
death, of what avail are a few years, which flow so rapidly, and which a 
thousand pains render so unhappy. 1 might Lave lived to mourn the death 
of a (devoted father, or that of my dear friend | or the iate of arms which is 
•o uncertain, might have rendered me a victim to ilie cruel and remorseleei 
Mahorned. But now instead of realizing Lhese probable evils, I dio chrvish- 
ed.by my father, leaving, also a name tu which some renown is ottuched : a 
ftithful friend will fulfill my place as a uolace and comforter to the author 
of my days. , . 

O ! my father love Adolphe, let him be your son and a prop tp your de- 
clining years.' 'Must I tl^eh be seperated from nfiy own son forever' ? Cau 
1 live when Effei is no more P Believe it not Heaven ! would that Zamolan 
Mahomed should now execute his ferocious Resigns ! no longer will I dispute 
with bim a power which I only wished to preserve and maintain as an in- 
beritance for you.' 

' Have I not given yoH a son m tlie person of Adolplie! love him, T con- 
jure you ; let the huftbnnd of Blanche be H&oted by joureide j let him share 
with yon the burden and the cares of g-overnment, ood let his chililren be 
your auccessors: the chitdren of Adolphe nnd Blanche would have been 

so dear to me -let me die aasured ihat they will be yours*' ^I pvotnise you^ 

^^id the inconso(ablfj old mfin, and taking Blanche and Adolphe by the hand* 

* Yea you 1 adopt, yours it will hts to i-eign over tlie Algerinea, when my 
fiOHf my dear son shaU jSKist no more, for ) feel that I shall not survive 
liim. 
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CHAPTER T. . 1 

Thegre&t care, and the many, attentions,! bestowecr upon A metre, partur- 
ularly tfiose of BIsincFie, seemeff, for some tFme to suspend the decrees of 
Bestinyl We pass easITy from fear to, hope, so that EfTei continualTy com- 
forted hTs friends hy assurmg them, that he would be restored to them. 

As for himself^'he knew, that the blow was struck, that death was inevi- 
tiable : yet ori^ of regard ^r those who jrere so 'Jear to him,^e encdurngecf 
thejr yarn itrusions. ' ' , ' ' ' ' 

[ A inomh passed in the arierhative offsickness amf rjeljef^^yput^, strength 
eoRstftution struggled" a'gamst a malady, which -the corittnaar presence of 
Blanche rendered eyery day more incurable. 

Amette tore his sufTerings with cafniness and not being able t6 live for 
iove, he experienced a krudof pleasure in dying by its blows. EVery day 
he requested to be carried into his delightful gardens, where lie might inhale 
the pure air, and enjoy the delrciOtis perAi me of thousands of ai'omatia 
shrubs. One evening he was reclining uj^on his divan, in a grove of orange 
and ppmegfanate trees, l^i^ bead resting upon the bosom olf ihis father, a:nd 
hands joined in those of Biaticbe and his friend, fie seemed^abandoned to 2^ 
sweet exstasyr—^ What pure air^said be * how softly the zephyr caresses tW 
verdjureli^ever have the flpwers exhaled a perfume more delicious, thebirds 
salute the last rays ofthe setting sim and unite in this shade, lo-morrow ihey 
will a»vake with the ^awn, but I ajh going to sleep iu the arms of friendship 
and ofnature-—;—(J),thbu! father of all that exists hear my pnyrers : protect* 
tills virtuon^' couple,' defend' tbem against the plots pf the wicked,- an^ let 
them Ifve to preserve my memory i And thou, my father! bfess me aird rhay 
our holy prophet reunite us in the kingdom of eternal felicity 1^ He stop- 
ped suddenly, heaving a Hgbt srgh and appeared to be fallen into a quiet 
sleep ; but Blanche feeling his hand become so cold, uttered a shrill cry. 
The Bey pressed bn lips against those of his unfortUBate son ; they answer- 
ed not to this mark of tenderness ; he calls him, but Amette is deaf to ev- 
ery human voice. Who could paint the despair of his father ! He throws 
himself upon the ground and rends the air with bis cries : terrible in his 
grief, no one dares approach him. A<iolphe and Blanche endeavored in 
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vaio to contote the wretched old n^tn, tad hlnrlng removed iiitB frcMn the 
eight of the body, took him into the palaoey where after aome time he be- 
oaine mora calm butatill was suffcriog the itioet dolbfiil grief: hie eyes fixed 
vpdn the ground seemed to eee nothiog^ no noiae eouM distract htm firom 
his sombre meditatioaSyend »e sound proceeded 6t>m him^Vsxeept, occasioB- 
ly the heaviog of a ptrofound sigh. Who would hare dved to have spoken 
feobknatthis terrible moment? where w^re those Who eeUld a&>rd some 
consolation to this son! overwiidmed with grkf ? 

Adolphe and Blanche, knowing that by siieYice the eotd receives frodi its 
Creator strength to eup|iort <the heavy blows of firte, took great care not to 
4istttrb the father, ef their unfortunate fi-iend. Tbey only remained near 
him, Blanche, shedding tears for the less of so noble, a protectoir, and for 
the grief in which ehe saw AdoIp[ie plunged* This one, hia head resting 
upon hb hands, seemed only to wiih to live through duty : if be was free, 
if Blanche was not soon to become a mother hew Quickly wottld be fyV- 
4ew to the tomb his devoted friettd, who had been therein precipitated, solely 
on account of his attachment for him. 

Many hours thus flew past, without changing in the least this melancholy 
state of things, and now the shades of night were adding olieir secret horror 
so the universal mourning tn the eastle of -Tunis. 

We are all weK acquainted with the respect which the ancient Eg^ians 
bad for the dead, and we know that among them, the pomp and luxury of 
funerals were carried to great extremes. This veneration for the Tireless 
remains, had its origin in this belief so consoling and sublime, that the soul 
separated for a time from its earthly envelop, at seme future period would 
be reunited with it forever : therefore no labor, or care was spared to render 
the torabs imperishable. Thus the Africans preserved, even among the 
most barbaroud of these people, a great attention to the M^iose of the dead 
and the nearer we approach the country of the Ptolemies the more mag- 
nificent are the obsequies. Tho«e of Effei Amette *jnited to religious cere- 
mony, military parade. The army, which was encamped near Tunis, no 
sooner was apprized of the death of its chief, than it made the air resound 
. with its mouraful sounds ; all felt as though they had k>st> their father or 
their friends, and when they saw the body of this prince, their fondest de- 
light, clothed in sombre funeral attire, when they perceived his unhappy fii- 
' ther, who, not having resolution to separate himself Arooi their precious re- 
mains, followed them even to the tomb, nothing was heard tiUt sobs and 
groans ; but when the body was laid in the sepulchre, and a stone covered 
this prince forever, the love and hope of the Algerines, the most solemn si- 
lence succeeded those loud accents of grief. 

AU of a sudden it was broken by the music of a warlike march. It was 
the ferocious Mahomed, who, knowing that bis brother had just lost a son, 
profits by the moment, when the faithful warriors render to their chief their 
hut duties, to break the truce and to take possession of the castle of Tunii^ 
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togednet wkk the p&non of 4he Bejr. Wh6 eobld ftttm the firight and oon^ 
AiAioiiyWUch Ml eTBiit so uoibi^ettt^hiapirtd* TIm KkKerA ate barely arm- 
«cly their fitutiitlofi waa left ia ibeeampt and thoy doid>i no( that ZaiBolan 
will beooine their Hibiater— tWa thought ii alone sii^Qieiit t» eongeid their 
blood, and it ia in vain that. Adolphe, ^tareomiiig the gr>ef which oppresaea 
'him,eDdeatonlo aainoftte thena agaiait the enemy. It seemed aa If ahi in- 
▼iaibl^ power chained them' to the gvound^ and immoteabia aa their ehief 
whom they have lost, nothing could s^ them from hia tomb. • . 

The BeyyWhom nnmerooa'mielprtunesdBtracted, wiahisd.ta kill himself 
'Upon the body of hia son. In vain Adolphe nrged him to enter into the 
ramparta, ta aheltar himself (Wwi «he fury of bis brother ; he- b^ars him not. 
Already the soldi^ca, Wlio were left as a guard to^die fiey, fled through fear, 
and he was the last to ptis the dvaiw-bridga* The Moors^ who cnmpoaed 
the avant-garde of the army of Zamolav, were not more than a gnt^shot 
difttance from the walls, when ohe of them, peroeiviDg themmmMng habits 
«f the prince shot at random and pierces the breaat of this imfortanate fa- 
ther, at the moment when he was about to bestow a last fond look upon the 
tomb of his son. He is taken u^ ahnoac witl^out life, but recognlaing 
Adolphe he said, 'To yon I give my power — too happy \ die to. join in 
Heaven my dear son.' These were the last words of the misierabla^ oh! 
man.' 
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CHAPTER VI; 

TwtB waa badly fortified^ and the city was not at all provisioneJ to sua- 
taia a siege* Neverthdess Ado[|ihe did afl in bis power to obiain, at feast, 
an advautsgeou? Aurrender, ihen to retire lo Alglerp, from wlienc^ be in- 
twded to einbaric, to return with Blanche to Fnuice, lher€ being no aitach- 
menta for ibem in a country where ihey had lost the friend of their hearts . 
Having hut lltlb time to spare, and acquaintinf Blanche with his designs, 
ihey assumed the dreas of Arab merchants, and taking with them five hun- 
dred aequina and tbo precious stones^ wbleb tfie Bey bad given Blancbe^on 
her entrance; into the seraglio, ibey traversed the city, and going out of the 
gate, which led to Mascard, escajjed on account of their dresa, tbe watcli of 
the guards, who did not recognize Adolphe, thinking that he was making 
preparnliona for the defence of the place. 

Scarcely had Adolphe and Blanche found therneelvee out of the city, than 
they perceived clearly the dangers which awaited them, but all would he 
jireferable to slavery^ rather would thej sufler these anticipated evila, than 
return to TuniSi for the great beauty of the wife of Adolph^ would neces- 
aarily expose him to the most cruel persecution on the part of the conquer- 
or. 

* O, my dear Blanche/ said Adolphe, * how can you support the fatigues 
of so painful a Journey? We cannot now gain the coasts of the Mediter- 
ranean, for the party of Mahomed is too powerful and we cannot hope to 
escape him without traversing a part of Africa.' 

* I fear, my dear Adolphe, neither dangers nor fiitigues since I am with 
you, to share your fiite, whether good or bad is happiness for me.' 

They then pursued their course, intending to walk by night and rest by 
day in some cavern or hot, in order that they might avoid being recognised 
by the soldiers of Zamolao. They had gone about ^ve miles when the sun 
began to illuminate the horizon, and having arrived at an abandoned hut, 
they entered and making a breakfast on some fruit, which they had gathered 
prepared to refresh themselves by a long nap. 

The sun was already declining, and the wind of the evening commenced 
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to mofkrate the intensity of the heat, when Aclolplie awoke aod {lefceiviof 
his 4ear Blanche, who was still sleeping tfanquilly, his heart was oppressed 
in thinking of the evils to which she was about to be exposed. It was then 
that the loss of Effei Amette presented itrelf to him in ail its real greatness. 

* Ah, if my friend had lived, never would Mahomed have dared to attack 
his brother in the very bosom of his estates, never would the Algerines have 
fled if my friend had been at their head. O death which plunges me into 
the last degree of misery. Was it not enough to suffer the pain of having 
lost the most tender of friends, without heaping upon ray beloved Blanche 
all the evils and sufTerings with which these btiming climates menace us. 
We have gold and diamonds, but will they not be a new source of perils in 
exciting the rapacity of the natives, who sre almost always giren to plun- 
der. 

But we must endeavor, qb rooh as poa^ilii^, u> gain the coast; for, O 
Heaven, if my dear Blanche etiouM Ijeoome a motfieTj while we Were wan- 
dering in the daserts, to which I shall direct my steps, what should I do? 
What God would pFQicct her mid her child ?' While such thoughts as 
theie ocrupled hU niind, Blanche awoke, fresh aa a rose of morning, the 
Bweetest aurnle pkyin^ over her comitetiaiice. Perceiving the sadness of 
her husband, she asked what waR the cauee of his trouble? 

* Are you not wilh your Blanche? if you Itive her, as well as She loves 
ynu, you will 1 ave nothing to regret/ 

rl do not regret anything, my love, Bnt can T, wiihout a)at^m, see yon 
^exposed <o eo many fatigues and dangers in yonr p resent Situatron ?* 
' * If you are alarmed on my account alone, 1 pray you be not sad. I am 
young, of robust health, 1 fear nothing ; you must see, 1 sliall cause you no 
trouble. But I have still five months, and it will be easy for as ere that time 
to gain Cape Verd, from whence we shall embaric for Europe.' 

Adolphe re:«nimated by the sweet confidence of Blanche, resumed this 
courage, which was necessary for his enterprise. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Arrem. 4iaviBg passed 4W0 days uiBdeT^^lt«r% such as nature afibfded, 
they canie in sight of Bla^eard. A thiek woo<f,oii the OMtskirtttof the ei^, 
«ppeariBgCo Adolpbe a safe retreat for bis compaoion, be left her thert, 
recommending her noC to leava <he spot, where be led ber, and advaw^ed 
to the gate's of tbe city to observe wbether Zamolan had Uken possession bf 
it. But 4iavin^ seen that the troo[Mi of tbe Bey still guarded it, he ventured 
4e approach, and was led by a sentinel to tbe Emir. He r^^oved to be an 
officer in the army, which Adolplie bad served in, find Uting iriimediatoJ/ 
recognized by him, he conversed with, him in the greaieet confidence, and 
recounted te him all the events which bad happened at Tunis, The Emir 
«bed fiiDcere tears, in memory of the prince and his fatljer, and was con- 
winced, after what Adolphe had told him, that Mahomed would hasten to 
aeize on Maseard, and therefore advised Adolphe to tiike ad van Inge of a 
caravan whlcti was at)out retomitsg to Nubia from that eity^ to eseape the 
dangers which would in tbat case threaten him, 

*But,' said Addphe, «1 intend to embarlt at Cape.Verd.' 

<It will be easy for you to separate from the Nubians, when you shall 
have arrived near the Cape, and at least, you wilt have escaped from Zaipo- 
las, and avoided the terrors of the great desert.^ 

• * 1 have additional reasoo to perform this journey in safety, for I entrust 
to you under the seal of secresy, that I bring with me my dear Blanche, 
whose virtues and charms you have so often heard celebrated.' 

<Where la shea" said the: Emir. 

« In the woods at tbe gate of the city) she has disguised herself hi tfte 
dress of my sex; I begyou, therefore, «o cell tb«>leader of the caravan, tfatit 
irife !• my brothee.' ; ( . 

^Depend on my diecretion.' '• 

* And you, my Lord, on my gratitude.' . 

Then leavi,ng;4hejEIimir,he went |o tbe^woods wbtrebe bad left his.^ife. 
fiaiwhai was ,bU grief and auprise, when Jbe did not find ber in the place 
where be bad left ber« He called her with W^d cries, and soos a sweet 
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voice answered him. Blanche had been frightened by the enormous eer^ 
pent, which she heard hiss close by her side. Adolphe conJacted her ta 
Maseard, where the Emir received her with the most cordial friendship. 
Fearing every moment, that Mahomed would send a party to take posses- 
sion of the city, Adolphe made his arrangements to start with the caravan 
the next morning, at break of day. The Emir employed the whole time^ 
which remained before starting, in getting ready everything which his ex- 
perience told him they would need. He procured then apamel to carry 
their baggage, and twa horses for themselves. He recommended tbem^by 
all means, not to expose the whole of their fcn*tuiie to the enpidity of the 
savages, and to procure a sum of Zmpov, tfaemoney of the country, whicb 
are nothing but little shells, found in the Indian Ocean, for they would ind 
them more serviceable than silver. It was important to preserve their 
treasure wi.h eare, and to effect this, they made two girdlta, in which they 
put their whole wealth. The evening passed in giving each other assur- 

.ances of friendship, and mutual wishes, that they might escape the dangers, 

twhicfa threatened the Emir and still more Adolphe And bis eompai»io» 
They were about to retire, to take some repose, when they beard the sound 

iof trumpets, which announced the arrival of Zamolan. 

* The Emir perceived ih(5 extent of the peril, which Adolphe would run, 
if be romaincii within the walls of Masedrd, and going immediately to the 
boue)« of the Muiisomra, or chief of the caravan, told him succinctly the 
revolution of Tunis and the critical situation of Adolphe. 

*' Can you iloubt/ added he, ^that if will be useless for me to resist the 

' power of Zaitiolan ? It la certain, then, that he will be master of this city, 
as soon as he shall summon me to surrender, and I do not know what will 
be hts treatment of the strangers, he will find here. He is a cruel and av- 
aricious prince ; he may perhaps seize the wealth of your caravan and 
make you all slaves. I advise you to set out immediately and reach, as soon 
as possible the defiles of the mountains, in order to gain the Biledulgerid, 
before he shall be in pursuit of you.' 

The.chief of the caravan, frightened by these words, which were partly 
true, did not lose a moment in setting, out from Mase^d* They began their 
journey on the 16th of June, at ipidnight. 

The caravan had gone hardly two miles, when they heacd the ratlle of 

, pqaketry, whi^liJifUlouDeed the entrance of Zamolan's lieutenant into the 
city* Tbelilausotufapffeflaed.on with redoubled vigor, hardly stopping to 
water their camels, and arrived after a jonrney of twenty hours in the BUe- 
dulgerid, where fearing no longer pursuit, the caravan stopped. i« a village 
in which they passed the night. ' 
. Afttr 'havikig spent a eonsidei-ftble time in this vTlliig^,' which Adolphe 

( trnplajned* to studying the strange manners of thes^ < people, the earavan 

.jifaiD MC ottt,4«id arrived at Midiroe, though notWtthbtit havmg^xperienoed 
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much difficulty in traTellIng over roads, which the recent rains had washed 
away. 

Blanche supported the fatigues of their travels with a courage far superi- 
or to that ot her sex. The zig-zag course which they were obliged to take, 
in order to avoid the mountains, or hordes so savage, that it would have 
been dangerous to stay among them, had very much lengthened their jour- 
ney, and they had not yet arrived to the kingdom of Nitokha, when three 
months had elapsed, and not more than two remained, before Blanche was 
to become a mother. Adolphe was extremely anxious, and hardly dared to 
look on his companion ; but he felt, thai they must decide on some course 
or other, for there was no possibility, that they could reach the European 
establishments, before his wjU wpuld 1^ f^onfined. As the cfur^vaR ^an to 
.make a considemblpfitay at 8UIa,U was, qeces^ary for him-to decide;^ either 
to continue his jouro^y froofi the p|i^. with his -coiV^paniiMis^ or, t^ leave 
ifaem ;, and perceiving how di$cult it, would be to copMseal fvom ^hem,4be 
«ex of Blanche, he resolved, after b« had arrived at tb^t city, %^ leave, the 
earavan* . . i 

Adolphe kept for his service a young MooTy whom iii^ mother, a Portu- 
guese woman, had educated in the Christian religion. This man had 
.n^e many, journeys in Africa, and kne^w all its djtTerpnt kingdoms ; he 
recommended that of liaouaaa, a»-the most beautiful an^ fertile part of Af- 
.rica. ■.■,..'■ 

Adolphe ooukl not conceive bow Zaor could 6nd oieans to conceal 
.Blanche, for a sufficiently ]0ng time to give birth to hfer child and nourish 
it| btU the Moor» who had a p«rlciQt knowledge of the manners of the qokuit 
.try, was very confident, that be wouki be able^to do^ao* No peop^lo'ara po 
superstitious as the Africans ; th^ carry the doctrine of fetalism to the Wr 
(remest point; all eventSiaccotding to them, have iieen written from iaU etevnl- 
ty, or are^the punishments of th< prophet. The sick are regarded as criotfa- 
als whom God punishes for their sins, and are abandoned by tb^ rel^tiona 
with an. infaamanity, which has no pamllel. 

Zaor foimded on this barbarons custom the story which he intended' to 
reconnt to the king of HaduBsa. 
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CHAPTER vnr. 

WHSjf Zaor bdl toft Blanche and Adolph^ in a hut near Cfi« city, be en* 
tered Haouasa, vi4iere the king remded, and toM htm, that he was in the ser- 
rice of an Ara% 'prkiise -wfi^ was traveiling with his bi^btber ; that the httteri 
having incuri^ the displeasure of the prophet for some sins; that his 
tm>ther was Ignoimt of had&ilen si^; th«t the prince, who loved him 
dearly, could not persuade himself to leave him^ and therefore a^ked of 
him a piece of land, where he might construct a hut for the sick man. 
Adolphe, that hi^ reqtiest might mteet a more favorable reception, had 
changed him to give to the king a valuable watch, which the Bey had pre- 
sented to Blanche. This present had a wonnderfnl effect on the king. Who 
immediately gave him full liberty to establish his master in the environs of 
the city , granting fo them « rich pieoe Of land, full of &uit creed. 

Elated with tfae stwoest of his oegooia^n, he hastened hack to AdolpHe, 
and then immediaiidy set but to build son^ hiita in ^le grove and soitotind 
tlietn with ptlisadesi in order to secure then^selves Irom the wild bieasU. 
He bought some goats and maize, and baling ammnnition, hanting and 
ev^n fishing eoiild add lo their good eheer. Tfie grove wis waterM by k 
Httle stream 0€ running water, w1ie«e m^;{it be Ibond plenty of fish, attd 
mrtokeeggs. Wlien all was ready^ he went to hismMter, and eondocted 
them in in the evening into their mfy apd beatttifbl rett^t^ wkere love and 
nature made Blancive more happy, than die bad ev^r been in the oiost 
sumptuous palace. Adolphe cut in the wpods^piilksi where Btonohe might 
walk during the beat of the day, without inconvenience. The little rocks, 
Sjpattered in the bed of the brook, formed cascades, whose mnnntir invited 
repose. Melons, and vegetables of every sort filled their litde garden, which 
Zaer preserved in perfect order. The goats gave excellent milk, and fed 
in the woods together with the camel and the horses. Adolphe and Blanche, 
astonished to find themselves so happy in a c6untry where they had ex- 
pected to see only deserts, constantly praised the dispenser of all good, for 
having led them to such a paradise as this. 

After they had lived here about two months, Blanche gave birth to a son,' 
whom they named Louis Amette, in honor of the generous friend^ wbo 
sacrificed his lifis, that they might be happy. ' 
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More than a year had flown away, and Blanche and Adolphe, blessed 
with mutual love, rich in the abundance, which nature lavished around them 
whh an open hand, and proud of their little son, were contented and hap- 
py. Louis, who had cut nearly all his teeth, and could now eat fruits and 
tortoise eggs, was full of health and strength. Zaor, who becatoe every 
day more attached to them^ (for he loved Louis, as his own Bon^] divided his 
attentions, betvveen his master and the king, to whom he conatantly gave 
new pleasure, by his. skill in making articles of f urn ft lire for his palace. 
The king was so enchanted^ that he did not perceiye that eigbteen monibs 
had passed, since Zaor had been in his k jhgdomVand did not reflect, tbat the 
pretended brother of the Arab prince, must be dead or elne recovered. 
Zaor avoided with care everything, which could reipall to the k'lfig the ex- 
fstence of Adolphe. , • .r .<^m .* . 

One day^ when the 'king wns engaged in ihe clifise, fie perceived the 
Chevalier de B. returning to his retreni wliL Zaor, carrying a gazelle, which 
he had killed. The first movemeini of the king was to folfow him, btit 
recdlJeciing^ ibat the brother of the prince was alck, he went away^ The 
liext *iay, Zaor was cjosefy questioned by the king, in relation to his master. 
The king Uttfe satisfied with his answer?, re^orvetJ to make hlmseJi sure 
^hat iheae strangers were ; and not to alunn Zaor, he pretended to be con- 
tent with the account he had given of his maater. 

Zaorj on his return to the hut, told Adolphe al[ that had passed between 
him«elfflnJ the king, and being alomied on account of aohie word?, which 
had escaped fmtn the n>onftrchj he thought it would be pi'udent to dispose 
of every thing fur their depanure. Bfanche, who regarded only the preaemj 
treated theec ftforsfls chimeras, and eoiJ, th:tt it would be extreme folly to 
expose ihemseives to cf^rtain dangers, un account of ieinaginary ones, and 
since the king of Haoiipsa Imd suffered them to remain for eighteen months 
tranquil po&scssora of this hut, he would not drive tbem out of it now, 
Adolphe, whom love rendered weak, did not insist, and took no precaution, 
except to bui'y his gohl, precious atones and the portrait of bis mother. 

Two days elapsed without giving rise to anything to justify the alarms of 
Zaor* One evening, Blanche seated in (he shade of a tamarind tree, hold" 
ing in her Jap the little Louis, was partaking of a repast with Adolphe, 
^hen snddenly they heard rejjeated blows of a hutchet, which seemed tO 
beat down the paliaade, Adolphe seized his gun which was near him, and 
Zaor ran to seek his in the htJt* Blanche irembfing for her son pressed him 
against her bosom. The noise ceases, and i he king is re en to enter, folio wetl 
by fifty soldiers. Adolphe, fearing only ih^ misfortune of being deprived 
of Blanche, cried out to them m the Arabic tongue, not to advance, thue 
holding the monarch at bay. This audaciotis proceeding hiade Zabr trem- 
ye ; he throws htmself at the reet of the k]ngf and demands pardon, 

* There is more,* replied the king/ for such, ah abtise my coiifidence j Olid 
is' the sick brother. I charge myself with his cure/ '^ '*^ '^"'' 
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These words, wbiclT would have made Blanche shudder, had she heard 
then), were not by her understood, nor by her husband, who stood protect- 
ing her with his body, and threatening to fire upon the first that dared to ap- 
proach, not considering the number, but taking counsel only fi*om his cour- 
age. ' ./ ^ . " ■ 

The king commands Zaor and his accomplice to be arrested, the latter of 
whom defivera Jilmself up without defence and entreats his master to sur- 
render* * Sooner die," cried be with fury, and at the moment, when he was 
about to fire^ he ie seized from Lichind, and his gun Broken into pieces.. He 
cartas little for hia owq liberty, but it is terrible for him to see Blanche car- 
ried oE by the aoldiers of HaouFsa; he hears he,r cries, mingled with those 
of hianonj and in ^ite of the cords, with which he is tied, he makes the 
moat violent efibrts to fly to their aid, but his endeavors are useless and soon 
they disappear from his ^\ght. All that fury, despair, and rage could in- 
vent, Adolphe addreaseil ti UU guards, who with coolness, laughed at bis tor- 
ments and dragged him, as well as Zaor, into two separate huts, the doors 
of which they fastened with ropi^s, leaving in front of them four sentinels. 

Adolphe^ laying upon a bard niat, his legs and arms fettered, shut up in 
this Infected hole, where neither aid, nor light could penetrate, strikes his 
head againac the ground, and invokes all the powers of heaven and hell, 
and abandoned Lirasell to the most frightful despair. 

Zaor who knew the character of the king to be just and beneficent, flat- 
tered himself] ihat they would all esrape from the evil a, which now ap- 
peared to menace them. He hoped, that if the klngBhoutd Interrogate him, 
he would be able to move tbe monarch In favor of Blanche and Adolphe* 
One tbltig alone disturbed biui, it was, that the king did not treat Blanche, as 
guilty J that she was not loaded with chains^ but merely carried offj should 
he become enamoured of her; then there would no longer be any means 
of safety for his master* 

Let ua follow Blanche into the casile^ where the king had ordered her to 
be conducted ; her grief, the disorder of her drees, and her dishevelled hair 
added still more to her beauty and charms, and In spite of the extreme sim- 
plicity of her garmetiLs she appeared even n^ore adorned than the queen* 
Not knowing the fate of Adolphe, Blanche suffered mortal angixish, beBi()e^ 
how could she make herself understood ^ happily for her she had learnt a 
little of the Arabic tongue duping her sojourn at Tunis, which language the 
queen lierself epoke- Blanche then related to ihjs princess alJ her mlsfojrT- 
^uuea and asked her, what the kinjr would do with her and her f^on. 

'I know not,' answered tbe quei;;n, ^but I think that he has fallen m love, 
with yoif, and that you will be [lunrjhered In his seraglto^ whle^]^! asf^i;^ 
you, addicts me, as much as It doca youJ j 

* Oh Heaven !' cried Blanche, * save me from this eviL I love Aitolpho,j 
be only is my husband^ audi will die rather than l>e unfaithful-' 

* You would not be unfttiibfuf, for the king igriLl] cause your husband tp 



Digitized by 



Google 



BLANCHE pE RANZL 33 

4ne before marrying you, because he is just and fears the gods. But if, in- 
«tead etf having told him that you were a man, you bad told him that you 
were a woman and married, he would have given you an asyhim, and not 
Interfered with your amours ; for he holds adultery in horror, but at this 
same time punishes the lie with death.' 

^You make rae shudder and my blood to freeze; but could you not, dear 
mada^n, intercede for Adoipbe and for my restoration to him ?* 

^inevei* present myself before the king, except when commanded. Here 
<he women do not live in the society of the men, and your Adolphe might 
l>e delivered up to punishmettt. and you conducted to the altar to espouse 
the king, before 1 would know it or hai^ jui opportunity to speak a single 
iword.'* 

< Oh Heaven ! who then will protect me ? and she $Aied a torrent of tears. 
In vain the women sought to console her and to make her take some nour- 
ishment, but throwing herself, together with her chil<^ upon the bed, she 
fNissed the night in the most awful suspense and gne£ 



CHAPTER IX. 

' C^ARLT in the morning, the king carne to thb quarten^ of the women and 
•demanded Blanche. '*Fear not,' said be to her, through an interpreter,; <1 
wise you no harm. You are more beaiitifbi than the most beautiful of Wo- 
men. The sun in its zenith sends' forth rays less brilliant than tfaoSe'of 
your eyes; your hair is like silk, your teeth resemble pearls, atid your cbni- 
plexion is whiter than snow. What is your native country ? Happy a 
thousand times are your parents, for you shall be the i^ife of the gretlit'^ing 
of Haoussa, who commands twenty thousand men, and governs one of^'tfat^ 
most beautiful and fertile kingdbms of Africa.^ 

*Sire,' replied Blanche, throwitig herself at his jTeel^ *you fear the gp^s, 
and you are just as you are powerful ; you hold adultery in horror, and, 
surely, .'sire^ you would not wish to give to yoClr subjects an .example of a 
erimci, which you would so severely punish. Th6 greM king of Haoii^ 
will give to Afiica an example of moderation abd equity, in restoring to a 
Strang^ri who has come to seek an asylum, his wife a[nd his child. But if 
you are su^ciently cruel to deliver bp, Adolphe to d^atb, know, sire, that[ 
ypu will c(erive ho pleasure, for hJs death will be. followed by nnline.* ' 

The king, astonished at' the liberty With which a womaq dared to sp^k 
t6 him* became at first very angry; but when he saw Blanche raising tp 
heaven ber beautiful ^yes filled, with tekrs^'^nd Stretching towards him tier 
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iirms, the perfection of which charmed lilm, he felt the anger of his heart 
txtingitished, and he retired without speaking a single word. 

Blanche^ remaining in the same place where she had thrown herself at 
the feet of the king, addressed to the Cree^tor and Governor ofaU men, this 
prayer — ^ O thou, who holdest in thy hand the heart of the king and the 
beggar, hear my vows! In this strange land,, where thou only art my sup- 
port^ see this innocent creature,, wha will remain without guide, If 1 suc- 
cumb to the misfortune whieh now menaces us,he wil^ b^ delivered to those 
who are ignorant of* thy law. Preserve my Adolphe, that 1 may live and 
instruct my son in the religion of his forefathers;; inspire in the heart of 
the tyrant who oppresses us^ sufi^cient 'generosity; that he may restore us to 
liberty ; and having returned to. our own country, .we . will celebrate thy 
mairvelfous works, arid we will teach to our children's children, that without 
other assistance than thy kindness and mercy^we escaped from this eviL' ' 

Prayer fbrtifi'erand consoles the soul ; in approaching the Divinity, il Ts 
raised above those worlcfTy evits, whrch afflict fnankFnd. Blanche, eon ^dent 
that all is possible to him, whom she had addressed, doubted not that she 
wouKl be succored, since she only demanded what was just, thus afler hav- 
ing offered up her prayers to her Creator, she became more calm and await- 
ed with resignation the issue of her evils, however it might please God to 
decide, for k is in vain that men think only to f«llew their own passionrr 
they are all subjeet to the im|D]ita|>le Xfii^c which God has oKlamed from 
all eternity. 

A ray of 1^ is external ^u^iiee was inspired in the heart of th^ .klDg».who>ar- 
ije^t^d and subdued the cplAiinalj^asysioii which the beauty of Madame de Jl» 
ha^ kindled ; refiectin^ ^ the eape .time th^t he wouMnot soil th^ gl«ry. of 
bis reign m violaUngjtbe <ru.les^of hospitality^ in the i^esson of ^dolphe 
commanded Z^qr to be bi'ougl;Lt before him, and ipterrogaied him in thes^ 
word^. . ' , .\ ' 

•"Why hairejw)u deceived me by saying that this lovely.lady Wftsthe broth- 
er ofan Arab princct?'. -^ t ^ 

• Because I promised hi m un^er , oath riot to betray bis secret.' ' 

,* What reai^on ol^liged him to conceal the sex of his companion V / 

* Her rare and Unparalleled beauty.' \ 
.*Do you not know that t respect the Hymen,ea1 knot and. that I Aeyer 

permit myself to try the yir^e of the wifes of any of my subjects^. although 
I render only unto the Gods, account of niy actions P 
,; '][ know it my lord ! but such virtue 9its sOx seldpni upon a thfiqne^ that 1 
have not been able to inspire in niy ni^^ster th<^ confidence, which t myself 
have in yours. And consider my ; j6rd (pardoi?^ my audacity^l wUi. how 
much justice he feared the impressiony which tKe, charms pi* Blanche would" 
h^ve upon you, for ever since tl^e ^is* time that you.saw.l^eryoM, have/cpUr 
tined her in the quarter of your vyomen, and, deprived her of liberty without 
instructing her as to her fate, ifet wnat is her crime \ During the eightee n 
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tbe siigbMtlbvkl Have ifacy t i w ibto d' ibelmtor or Ma^|fMwd wi|: ^f-ste 

.|U«» tnd wbktb* tiurpluf of tlMir frsiit« titoy.>oipe MurWrnl MUM oldt mmt 
and ebildreo. PooMfttors of dl^rept objects of curiosity, ifoojr b^vo ra»' 
^U«0d you liOHMig^ aiii^iJtrevNrdibi' ihaMi^taQtebb irisCMos^j^oll^ is 
is treated like a criminal, and his wife aa4 scdt tsfccli feom fciipi i^[.4ii|r 
lordt ior ymu; sdvogiofyfrastoroto iboflii their fibofiy^ I oootiirB yoa to 
d»4bis4»y aliyoaiiQldmpstsacfed^' . . 

. Ttio king presarved sUenee, and bis bnast aeaiBted to be tom by contfstoi 
ing emotions. To renounce Blanche and restore ber to liar bud^and a ppoa aad 
a sacriiloe abore his courage, bat to- lose tbe re|Miiatk>n for wisdom, vt^tekt 
h» he bad acH^uired in ail ibe neSgliboriiig statee seamed. uawortMy laf 
hhn. He hesitates : pity and anger, successively rule his heart. . At J 
h9 yiaM»«od ofdersibe imsbaod o^Bldodie to lie farooght facfoiM MikK' 



m. i 'J i' li j ' ' I fe 



CHAPTER X. 



Tkb ^ni»r^iiaie AMpba^ finding^ tbat po^oiia c«an neat biapfyNiii,iwiBa 
persuaded that he was left ibefaDoperisb,aiM'eiideii^wpHM by barpni^ttoi^ 
. hasten tbe end i^M e9U^ence« lyhich bad now bac^fof {Hftuf^mrtablejii be- 
ing deprived of his wUe»fr9m wbotOy^as be, lhai]gb% the lUag iHidaiqiifini- 
tad hiiu forever. At length he hears soma ona open tbad«ar ^ hj» buTt 
boi buiyed in gfiaf, M Inquire a not, wbetberbe^ wishiw b«P Hfii A)!* bio <l#a4p- 
Four soldiers. owkeaignfil to him Aafoll^flr tbaqoy a^rfi bft.vi«g iintowmdMitt 
he is conducted to the kini^ > , ..... ^ . -; 

* What have yo|i done with BbKMche,' said be to.bim*,af soon its.J^^ier- 
ceived the jdioparcb ? W^at right have you to take bar from me ?* 

* How dare you assume such i^o audacious tonej" replied tbe king. . A^ 
having deceived me, dp you thus dea^and an aeeoi^nt of my actions? 1 
who have received my p9wer from the Giods.' , ^ 

^ * The Uod9 in giving you power, gave you not permission to abuse i^ $ they 
bata adultery.' ; , . . ^ ■ , 

* They detest l^lsehood.' 

* ]^ecessity compelled me to inake use of ^t, in. order 4hat Blfmcbe migi{t 
be preserved fion? th^ uabridled y^mf^tm of^ many who ^kPQW po l»w i^t 
ibeir desires.' - • ,.. 

* Who has told yon that I regard not the marriage ties? and leacD,,that 
' those, whom you designate savages, are perhaps, more loyal than you, wHoln 

I wish still to tielieve Arabic, although it would be easy to prove that you 
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«to amiMig Miy aiottt iral noble'; ^uff l #i^^H sMiject t>f c&ni|fi1aitit agamsi 
-pclu^ sod vesMpeyoo^ur wile ^d ehitd; but desalt imtiiedkit«ty«nd tet 
:nto mglit fiad :pMHtn 4liiB el^^. 1 alto {mnlafar &t>r to altecMi^nfy jron eteb 

* 'Adolpbe tnoviad by y^^^^imomty of tli« mdiMnreli, wisk«d>t# kftVe'^tilih 
Mni i96roe<p]e(}fa*of lri8gi«ilittida.v ^ 

«'Yoa afetinder no^dMigatioditoiie ; it i90iri7.fi»r iny ownr sakf tblit 11)^- 
ha?e thus, and if I bad been able to nkaka^my ^aflBioiifor ^Iwtche, aeeofd 
iivMi my respect for tbe Godtf^ I wodid birve eooiifieed joo, retber i^an bave 
^w&mntmd ber to yo«u' 

, It istbuB tba^tbe virtue of tbese men, bardfy oiVili2ed^ profaumea a sort 
of frfvolky^>r as we woold say, a hard endeavor to cbase tbe dev^ll around 
Iblf stump. ' 

Wben Wanebe perodlred Adt^pbe, lAie rmi^ to tbrow ben^lf In bis arma. 

* Is it true my dearest triend that you are restored to me ? Heaven then 
bas beard my prayer.' 

This moment effaced alt tbe cruel gfikifv, wbicli they bad suffered. They 
left the castle and returned to to thjB but, where they found everything as 
they bad left it. Adolpbedug up bis gold and precious stones, and loaded 
tbe camel with all that they possessed, adding some food and water. 
Blanche reassumii^; the dress of a man, mounted her horse, Adolphe his, 
mmkI SUoff tbe caaselowirying little, ixnils^ in' (|i«ai*fii& Thus tbey leftj not 
.«raiM«t f9gi»%f ab aiiQrittm wb«)e,tliey iiad b^»9i so bi^py. 
' Hav^ taleen a guidv they wemto tbe village Kongoi^Wiyere at fim the 
ftlhtlbitants ^refused them admisi^n, tbinking tliera to be slave stealers, but 
lieeit^g virKb them one^of 'Haoticnui's tnen, asa g^Hde, wKo assured them that 
iftiejr yfttB Arab imvelters, and that tlie k^g bad p^rtUKtted theiti to dw^ 
aigh io att Ofiotiilw nt-the caphdl, tb«y r^seii^d them hospftabfy/imd of^d 
to Adolphe a little but, where there were several |<oats« 

Aybuiiggirl brought theto a little' mitk and spnie inaize, th^ most of 
which they gave to thelittfe Louis, while his parents* and Zaor supped on 
Ataf provisions they had brought. The greatest difBcuttV tb6y experienced, 
^was ilj^ding water 4nd fjtuge fbr the horses, ahd the camel, who lay down 
in tbe hut with their master.' Blanche began 16 find a great difference in 
%iaiMdiare ftrom Vvhat she bad hitherto experien<ied ; and wh^ 8h6 re- 
flected bow many nights tbey must pass in this manner, before they coiild 
reach Cape Verd, she was overwhelmed with a fbeling of fear, which she 
could hardly dissimulate. It wae not' so much for' herself, that she 
dreaded these dangers and fbtigues, as for her son. Overwhelmed With 
tfaeae sad tboogbts, she sank to sleep. 

Adolphe, being the first to rise in the morning, wished to go out and was 
astonished to find the door closed on the outside. Ho called Zaor and 
asked him, what he thought of this proceeding. < It is the custom,' said be, 
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*ainoiYglhese fiK^O|)lev wfad^lnrfMs wily liifiice>«MPdo#'tlie«tNiiigerP| tb Vfaoiih 
lUey givehogrfiilftlity ; ikey \9^\:tfM0 ecftne ttf open thft itdoi«, At the tiin% df 
tft>^ifrg to their gM^. A few iiiomtiic» after Hief ec«er«ttngly did ccHikie 
to seek these anifnals, to drive them to pasture ; but when Adolphe and Za- 
or started lo go out, the goatherds did not give them time, but hastily shut 
the door in -iheir face. Bratiche and Louis awoke at the noise that Zaor and 
Adolphe made in endeavoring taBMft it down. 

* Are we prisoners ?' said she ; it will be useiess to deceive ua. I look 
With' horror on (be fate that awaits BSw' v 

* Vou db not know as well ias I do/^said'the itToor, '^tlVe etistoms 0f ^thi^se 
people; they regard white men as cdriotis animals, and^re keeping you aa 
a sight.' I shd^ild not be astonished, if all the tribe should' collect iirouiid 
this hut and open the dbor, when they n^y a!f ehjoy tffe pTeaeurer 6f e^^ibg 
you.'"' •■ ' "" • • ^ • '■ • ' ' -^ < • -• ■":•••:' 

< God grant it may be so,' said Blanche ! * But I hav^ iH>t mbeli* hbpH ; 
^whocan tell, at what point their cruelty will ^top?' ' < f. 

'losi'ure you, madam, that far the many years I have travelTed in ihia 
coutitry, i have found iniheae people less ferocity than is commonly thought. 
tThose who accuse some tribes of being man-ealere^ are much rntamkeii ; 
far from being cannibals, they caimoteven infltce death in coEd blood, I re- 
peat, 1 do not think we have anything to fear at prcBent.' 

Blanche, was far from being encouraged— by the words of Znor, and 
Adolphe was silent. The latter hud detcrminRj to make every attempt in 
his power to get out of the hutj and h d alre^idy broken down one of the 
posts, which sustained Xh m fra i 1 Uii i I d j ng, wh e n t h e y npe n e d tb e doo r. W h at 
was the terror of Blanche, virhen she «aw more than a hiindrc^d men, besides 
women and cbiMren, surrounding the d^ior, Znor, who i^nderstood their 
language, went out first and demanded whnt thpy wanted. 
<To see the handsome whiles, and receive prescntp,^ said they^ 4f-r'*l 
< if that is all you wish, my friends, nothitig is ei^sier.' . • .^ 

AcloIpheand Blanche went out of the hut, leading th^eltild%* the' hand. 
Instantly the whole tribe ^t up a ehorr bt- joy, hM eried, • 9kfe bUftdsoMie 
%hitee! the hilt^dsome Whites!* The iattebaty, oft" cll^ef^f #ie tilbe, de- 
manded presets of Zaor ^ thejr gave'biiMk a pm»exWki4, Witik ^fimfiMV a 
knife, a little mirror, and two strings of [>earls. The TamhatSF iras Ve^ 
^mucb pleased with the gefierosity of tiM^>cehipati}0B8 of 2ia)or,«Bd eaklsed 
milk and iim it to be bvocight in returii^ and tiliso enoU gb water^bi* ritetiw^keii 
^heir camel and horses. 2aer; liaving asked^here thi9^e<5l»^ Wai altcuitetfy 
•the lamlmty told hiWt, it waeiiear thebadkirof fb^ Gamboura^ Whi(6h fiitH^ 
ri^fhe as the NIgeir. They then aidiM 9btn ^id^ io comlnet'tlJlmr td^Vlfte 
kingdom of Babara, which they knew ce^ld not l>e fkr dfT, WiiMyh'l&e^iif , 
agreedto{iilrasu^l>rifH>(iey. BliMtetie delighted to get away #emaVil« 
iage wheiie irfi^'hi^'attferetf 8ii%hra f#lgfa^, inoMttedJier horiro wlA Adolpbi; 
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^IMlboir 9iK^ with wiitarv tod Sfsoorii^to^lafii^a^^saclvic^ took l*ve«k- 
..^to Imfyn th^f, «et i»tifr, 4» Hktiy wouU^d jHit littid ioM ^» tbcur joiiriifiy. 



the guide did not accompany therh butonetii^, dmrki^lrlBeh thef fottei 
. pi^ a finigJe vlllage^.and when they yrere^ dismouatiog to find sofiie sttelter 
.^ppass the n^ht in^tbey saw him rumiing away as &st as hisjegacouid. car- 
ry Ifint. All the prairers of Z^o^ could not induce lijm to reniaip, and the 
uiif(^tu[^i^e trave^Uef^ knew not to v^bat, they could attribute bin de^eftion, 
except to his dres^d of going with them into the desert where, he knew there 
were no f<H»i*<uW- :^ * . ! > , . ^ 

They sought in vain some, ci^e, .ni^^iicjimigiit, afford them r^h^^t^ri fffd 
were obliged t^o pass the night in the open air. Blanche after feeding the 
little XiPuiSi laid UUn down on a bed of moss and leaves. 2aor heaping up 
dry logs, jfia^e a .large iiro find they laid down beside it. The roaring pf 
the lion tbe^bowls of the wild i^ogs prevented sl^ef) from approaching the^r 
eyes. At length, tl^e weary ni§ht gave place to day, and the traveRers again 
set out, though not without much embafas^ment as to what their cour^ 
islidntd be, for Adolphe had no compassjand' the stars coiild no longer guide 
them. An immense desert where therie was not a single habitation, present- 
ed a frightful solitude. 

^Adolphe endeavored to steer )iis course about south, with the help which 
the sun afforded him at its risings But no resource remained to him for re- 
lieving hi& horse who^ ejichausted by hunger and thii^t, could not advance 
iany farther, while the water in the sacks diminished sensibly. They had 
travelled only two days, and they expected to t^ai^f six, before reaching 
J3akanu '■.•.". . ^ ■ ^ - ■ - 

. : '{i|. U^. ^«if^ tjk^j fo^l4 a woodt yrbere thc^ rested, m the hofie of f^nd- 
im y^9^ jy» Ybe,nu>rnii|gtrfr^m t^ ^PP^^fUice of the vc^etjiUion. They i|f - 
^rdifigly li^ a^re to^Qep off the wild ^ea^t^. Louis was the oq^^ one, wt|p 
.^l^apk Mrop of w¥^h Adolphe iprep^sfidiier m^ divide if. w^th her child, bi^t 
0j^ 8|;eadil|F. r^fuHBd^ 

< 1 «n^ ^^ter ablf^ «fi,id s^,,^ eo^live tjiirst thiu^ he is^^and | ^OJ^ld su$ir 
no^Josp in witi^ewig bi4,su^ip§f ^hjBM by my own.' l^he^ight was sj^l 
^i]i|4«ed ; thiV m9» of iijhe b<H^PKB% ^^ called in v^Hi to their toaster to reli^^ 
j(^^,^ih»oer|iiintjr, i^itti^eseai^i^rMils^e^uld 1^(91^ support the prijir^i^imB 
4*i(BX,iBxsi^^^£lMtbft feevmf 4UWpbf»,.?i5h«^|v th^ copisf quetc^ ff 
vlb^r^aih, Wth/ear^ s^dnfisa* ,,' . , ,, , . ; ' 

wJDay^mioiigl^t.no cbangein their eitmUon. In v«imh^ eou^t the weitr 
SO imidi 499«red« Tbfty uMeHQok ta mo49t the^ honttff, \m tMr h&mm 
could not rise but turning towards their master with looks full of sadness, 
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Mhknnofnll^effiniipfiing ttifem fVbifr iieiith. lltf¥i*^'iN); anMblt^^'to 
gke them, tlM^ itiMDval ft<otn tikit fll4 BfvMiMde. Za^ yMMhttmV^itJ^ 
td>lMttnebe, wJn^^ldher Mtt In li6r ttrtnt^ whiler Adolph« add 2teor fdl-' 
)#«»ed. The iand, heate<> by t)t« -r^ of tfte «on tarmed tbeir fern. WHh*' 
okr ttie frtfH WUieh Hi^f met V^i^ f ro^ time td time; ihe)r eMld not bete re - 
sietecl the hanger which devoured them. The road was extremelf dSfi^t $ 
alrea^ ifMf'fiiec Of Adolfibe mre ftet iHth blood. 

They had travelled eiz dayt, itkbeut iiftlttnga drop bf water, ttndtiotli^iirg 
e^^irfd be compared t<itbe toil which they endured. Their ton^ue^dry and 
black, adhered to the rooft of tbehr merttbi end their foreatfi "was hec ae %re.^ 

Adolphe was in despair, for he ^w the ohjeet of hie love, fki^TMIrfng \m-' 
der paiil an«) fktigue. But at length, they perceived tievne wtMkft^ httiHl 
Zaor, collecting all his strength,, ran^ beft^ hife^'thattter, aVid ^e^t^md one*" 
which wa» open, where M foutfd a ieiieeHof water, and Wiih(h]l ekii^fbr 
the i^islt he wou^d 'run, if he were dieco^emf, broo^bk itt<»'BMiiteh(! beA»k%' 
' placlrig ft to hfe Wps. . \ I ^ M. 

The moAt delicious tiqfi<M* coald riot be compared to that ^^sWttei'j^f wfcieh 
they had be<to deprived fbr more than ft>at dajrsj thejr at! three* dl^nft"wi%' 
a pleasure, words cannot express ; and then Zoar went to carfry bade thte tee - 
sef. When he ^as doming out of the hut, Wr<^ man m^t him'aAd demand-' 
ed what he had been doing at his bouse. Zoar lo?^ him wfth fVankness. ^ 

* You should have wafted, answiered^ the 6fd man, utitlil had ^tven !thy 
you; you deserve punishment for having stolen Frbm me, that, which llitive' 
80 much' dMRctalty in obtaining fVbhi yonder high fri6iibt*1tf.* * ' , ' " ^ 

* If you only regret your labour, tell me the ibttfitifib^ iild I.t^ get yfl# 
niorothan we have drank' and tie gave Bfhi tflso a ^ifiistfe, which the o!d 
man took with great joy. Dut^g thi^ timb, Addlphe, Blai)eh^;and'*H^ld 
Louhl arrived, though' at thel risk of elxperiendng tfie same'^fiite as at the' 
former tillage. The old man pleased ¥^ich the present Zaor Had' tnn3ti hiifi, 
offered 'theth his hut fbr a shelter, and brought them m'llk-and barley, and a' 
portion of a wolf he had roasted on the doa)s: *. .. o . 

Sdon after the master of the hut dosed the door aifd gave tip to Adbfjfdie 
and Blanche his own bed. ' The old Wan retired to the fahberest part of the 
cabin : Zaor liiy down at the ffeet of'Ws blaster and ali enjoyed prdfbubd 
repose.' ^ r --•' ^ '-'.';■,►-• .* /- 

The old man, who bad wafcbed Bfanche narroWIfy, had'nb'ddiibt;''tftat!be'' 
person, whom Znor had called a yoiing boy, was in reality the Wifb^f Ad'bl- 
pbe aiid the toother bf Louis. Me had arrived tk) that age, when the db'dl 
senile^ allow Gomfiassibn to h^e it£r!\j1t sway; and^n'ew the extreme d^^ist' 
which a woman so you^^ and tmatitifbl as Blaifltihe wbiiM incur, if^ her sex 
were known, he resolves to fl^vehet* from the peril, wlifdfi rhenac^ bet*, 
aMd getting up, he called Zaor. ' ' - ' * . 

• * Too have deceived me, said he ; the pretertded young ibati is the wife of 
your master ; but take cere that my neighbors do not know if, fbr they would 



Digitized by 



Google 



4% BhMmi»mi»mm 

in^ t^ '^omM^fwe ^ ftrer ktHd^aiaci ; mi I uriit say ta.m^ iHBigbb«»i^ tlifi^ 
faiB toinpi^'ion h9» imd hiis foot if^iired i^ t()^ jjfHiri^ey ami t)i^c lie ie Q]GiKgft4 . 
tor^main io Itod. Anithfiy r«(Bp^t mjr age, ih> out. will daiw to Qnter (ic^Eft* 

Teji j^piir n»ail9f /Oidie of good cb^ri f<?i^ he flMy* mi^aili. bert m9 l99i > 
a8-||emi9h96.V ■,^. '■.,... ;._.■: - , . .^ 

Zaor told Adolphe the opuvor^a^on lie liad Imd wkk^ ^eolfi ^m# ; /qmI if., 
tbet^^RMia^iiy of iUi» man. inspired h)n»^ ivifk ^titi^e be waf^nt^ wU(uiut 
fear of wbut be^f^ad^sld ootiQenHBg bi^^ Deig4H>pr99 wik\ r^^olved to be but n^ 
sboBt 4ka^ Id « pl&ce« wbere be ran -so much datiger. B|it be thou^t it ad^. 
▼i|Hibl« (o.^^acuf^ the, good wiM of biff host by^ presently, and acci^rdiiiglyr be 
gaFe btfi %jvgf quaati^ of thoee artiel^a whicb savages esteeid aiost^ but, 
which up^bas^reodeced lOslgtiifiQaBt ampng us. . ^ 

..But^ncMY Ibo icdialliuiiHs of ihe ne^bbornghuts .desired to see tbestran-v 
^rsj and (b^iriC^l1i<^|Bity i^^orease^ tb^iaore, that thec^^man always prev^ntr 
ed them, so that the oM man began to fear be could no longer i^train them* . ^ 

;Ad^pbetf^0u|Fb(j4tbast,' tb€|r«lbre»t(S show himself with 2aor> and as eve- 
niB9;h^d «9rae, these savages ihoi^gi^ them the only 8trangei;89 and ^were 
about t^ retire,, when cbd little Louis caused . ap ^yem, wh icb niigbt hove 
hii4.tbe worst ol" eonpfeqii^oes. He escaiied from the arms of bis mother 
who, was holdii^ biVH: wbile ^aof was interpreting belween bis &tiier.an^ 
tbjs African, and g^ng immedia^ly into the midst of the sirele, he exetted 
sucb.pi sensatipa b^^ hia r^jre beamy, that the^e sayages. u^red a cry of joy^ 

In an instant arnapro^wor^n took bjm in. b^r arms and runniog with t()e,^ 
spaed df ijgb.tOHiCb dwafif^^r^ , 

j^dp|pbi% who was Infill i^[u^r|f|g (j^ the wounds on bis feett Ibrgot his 
pain^ aiid.pm«^\[n0^]f ijy piicsuit of her. Blanche, wbp mw ba> sou go out 
i^itb-ej^treme.aDapiety9.not seeing hip return thought no m^re of the peril 
she would inc|ir by showing heirsc^f ^pd ran out of the hut* Wha^ was her 
terror^ whence sa^ her son no more and her hiisband ninm^,vtth al) 
his speed. Then the danger, which threatened h^ presented Hself to b^r 
ii^ aU H^'ei^tent and too weak to rea^ and conquer her fright, sbeielj sense- 
]^^ into the lU'm^ of Zaor, w|ho carried i^ back to the but. 
sMcnintirnC) Adolphe, whom his paternal love gave :^ings, pursued the wo- 
man, who had carried away his son, and saw her enter a hut in the distance, , 
.wlierotayouiiff ma»Wa8 s^a^^ befpre t)i6 door, Two ^r three j^hildren 
waro b^gjgtng to take' the little, Louis, whpea cries reaebod .even the tmfbrtu- 
iiate father. T^be latter collecting all bis strength, arrived at length ^at the . 
tbi^ boas^vof the vfromap, who began^ u» l^u^'h immoder^^ly, when she saw 
b^mcosfipletely es^baus^ fl^i pfmti|ng wi^b ' bia exertion,.^ Tho child per-. 
caiying bis fatj|ier stretched out lis .arms to him, and en^eav^red,to go 
towards him, but the woman, who held him, would not give him i^p. 
Adolf he tr^e^ by sigiu to make her understand that he loved his child as 
n^uqh as she laved hers ; but seeing that she Is^ughed at his alarm and con* 
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ti»«MM «> AMmoli tte liRl^LcfiMvliad to kiss b&^as.we efMi«l|ttl^thi|%' 
lHi«aw4iD9EUi#r«MM»of makiiBg'. ber testore his ehild,. thtm by lettdHnf' 
a^m; wi^ iUm^ tyv^oS ber owD. .Imoitdiately tbeirttiotber, wbc^ QOtwki^ 
<ai4li4ia§ ber ^dmimtidn of tl;ie little w bilft boy, loved far better hef oW* 
cbildren, brought L^ie to^ie Ibtbec^ wbo^ reeloring to ber^ b«r tAMimtit 
pnes^ed bieeoo to his besom^ Tbe bmsbapd of tbe negro woman, wbe liid< 
ink^ BO pait.ii|Uie9cea»e,§aw Jiim^go awsg^ witbetit^^eriof tdsiirw 
, AdoilpbereliirviM to (be hut4>f tbe ekioiaiivoveiwMaied with beat smI^ 
tttigiie. JSifuiebe, who bad recmr^rod her ttsnaesi^ waeabaadooed to tbt w*- 
trtN^y of 4ea|«in When she saw bsr btMrtvud enter with ther olnkl$ abtv< 
ut^r«4»^y^io5S9 And taking. Lfouiatn ber ayiiis,abe covered btm wMi 



eUAFPER XIL 



Oua travellers were only one di^'s joujroey irom Babara; and as tbey bad 
filled tb^ir sacks witb water, tbey did not experience^mucb fotigue or dis- 
tress in tbeir travel They arrived in (bo. evening at tbe gets of tbe city, 
where they were escorted by stz^ soldiers to the palace of tbe kiogi who had 
been ex|»ecting their arrival. 

Tbe king gave them a very large hal^w^eb^hey furnished with every- 
thing they coM^d need, as irel) as a large quantity of wood, palm leaves, and 
some rough tools, with which Adolphe made-x^bairs for tbe king, such as 
tbe^peesams haye In France, but which apfiear^ to tbeking^agnificent 
fitmlittre. H^-tame cftAr to see^tbe strangers work, and ail Irresistible ib- 
sikiot dt9# bim towards tbe young Arab, who occupied her time in aitang^ 
tig thep^ilm letiv^, Which Zaer nsdd In cov^ring-the bbsirs, that Adotphflf 
bid wade. Tbe prinee found her so amiable, tbi^ ite often tohi Zaof, rm' 
tiif^mmtmM bemore so. - lie every day became more atta^tied to them, 
«ftd ofkfn aecetnpanled Adolphe to tbis chase. Iiesdt»hfedbisSkHI,biitex'i 
pmuM bis ^mbd^, that Adalmor, (for that was the name, that Blanebe faid'^ 
ansumedr when she Ib^ Tunis,) did not gtit with tliem. Adolphe acnswered 
ibat bisiirotber wto of « veryv weak oonstittition, ahd that, as a long joum^ 
wss4>efoM them) be 4id not wkih to ftitigUe bihn. 

Ifetrly three monthe' bad now passed, since the travi^rsbad arrived ^ 
tbe 4cbigdoi»of Bah$ra, when at length a party of merotetnts entered 1b^ 
cl^ €rom tbe Eastern abores of Africa, for the purpose of excbangki^tltsir' 
mevobandise with ffae prddnctlotift ^BcHttufa^ Zaorsoogbt a!bong^Mi»' 
i iewb ai m sJferaaABe^ wlio lived^iear tbe Seoe|^ bnt in vaiii f tbey isllibiM' 



Digitized by 



Google 



op «titil |bl8^eai»avaf)^ tb^ wouldlM nbsoK^iy going- mway fMtar ib^ fS^M^ 
ivjbitffr 4hey Intend to embark Ib^ {Ii^opg. N«vonbekM, it ima imeeaMupy 
ttivdackld on flofne conrte, or otlMr^snd tbe lov6 o^tb« king, wl^«b ia^ 
cumifl0d ievo»y dny^ migbt ««ob leod^' tbeir ^pavtore < iiii|ioM4e. Beiu^^ 
it irlts|NHidmil to profit 1^ « tinie,( wfoen tbe i>rei6cie« of mtwf 8tr*nge» ii^ 
Bahara migbt} c^iact ifaecboiigb^of tba king, and lender tbe aoeii^ of 
Adolpbe lew jaeeeaMry tOiWob Zaov proposed, therefore^ tbavtbey afaoiild 
dmnge tbeirjeouae^nBd'gc^to tlie Mo»ifnbiqite poaat, wbenee tbey- eonld 
eMyyenkbark'for Madagaaoar, wb^ro tbey could £iid Europeaii estK^Mi- 
iMH i itfl, wbil^fa wouJd fiwilitale tfaaar redmi borne, it waa^iiiiful' to deekie 
on tbia* frigbtfiil journey, but k ap^ieared to betbeironly resource^ and 
tberelbre, baving made a pricp witb tbe caravan, wbicb was going to the 
country of Zembre, tbey k^quested tbe king to give tfaem permistion to eet 
out. 

Tbe monarch comiented to Uieir request with tears in his eyes, and made 
them promise, that if they were ever traireJling near him again, they should 
pay him a visit. Having boaghc two.n^or^ ^iDels, tbey loaded them witb 
all tbe arti(.les, wbicb tbey thought th^ migbt need, and aft^r having given 
tbe king seme valuable preseDt% tbey set out with the caimvui. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Tub caravan tpok jts cow^ oyfirifin iogini^i^ 4«)sert,jKrhere the heelwaa 
ejif^essive. Tbciy had water.and fri^U in n)>Mi|d«Mii(?e, whicii e!n9bled themtcx 
ejMUire their /(Htigues witb t^etiter. cpurf^Of ^t nevertheless, tb^y irere 9nx« 
icms^to find^ fl^ej^fir for \bo night; «t|d haying; pere«jv«d « village, ibey 
IpitafAe^. ttifir QW^» t^ iv^b it T^e^cthief of the Qaravan,i|[|drep!ii;e<jlhiin* 
self to J>o^is«la, yfba orfl^recl (pftHiP to he (li4i;ril>^t«d to the ^aNiels, «mI 
rnjlk iN^d qikefit4atha^^n<^;and when tbey offered, btui HK^eey he rapli*<^< 
tlmt it vi^})i« 49ty to.l^ |tind ton^aids stran^rs^aad give^ thtm ^very as* 
siitfiMse j|i his P<»vrer.. Sp,n)^h generosity io a eo^ntpry, whkh waac«Ued 
bfur^rous, surj^riiied Adolphe, pnd he s)gy>iiied hja ffratitvtid« to Dorisat% by 
giving hirn a valMable present, ^l^ich the (atter acc^ptpd 9S a^soovawr. T4i# 
q||tef of t}i^ cfir^van foriewaioed Adojip^e, ((le ne^^ ttf^o days trsivel fH)t>Jd 
he ivi^y la^tigui^ becaqse they would ^nd no h^its in th^i^ com:if , J^ieire 
ttl<i^.;Hii|^t.pf^urc( shelter and fi)^, but, on th^ other heQd^4hat tberoaidt 
a)fH»Ai^h»<H> their course lay,, wmttd fc^e.^^od, and tl^ey .vroiihLhe ahJerto^eh^ 
t%iin pure wnter froin dista9ice to di8tanc9».gO0d/riiM a»dn grtnl mm}f 
ostrieb eggs, which are always a great resource to travellers. 
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^ Attti6««dof^efifilBtdi^ftjduriiej,tbefihacle^ large firman d afTttie 
OttraTttii antuiged themseli^tf around it They bad a great quantity of pro- 
yiftfOns, and the anpper was animated by gaiety and cordiality ; each onie 
tfarraiad MH adventurer, whether true or fiilse ; but it waif in Blanche, that 
thtf gt^tearimerearwasconcelhtrated. AH agrecd,-^th^t ahe was the mtmt 
aoitMe avd Imiidlofiie ^tmg ftiato in tbewoHd, and that her iiephe# re* 
8»mbled lier mocb. In ffn^, ^t^ amld^ the desefts of AfKca, under the- 
g«rb^adilfeMmaex,thebeiiMllf and' charms ofUhnrehe exercised their 
«i9pii^e* These homages, wMcfr itfstfnc^ naturally drew forth fi*om the com- 
I M Wi l ons &f their Journey caused Madame^ de B. much uneasiness, she 
tMlnbled, leat by soi^e means she should betray herftelf and exposerthe life 
of hiu», wikoto her was so dear. I^he saw, therefbre, ilrith t>teasure, th^ 
trlfvdlvrs, on^-by one^ ikIV intd asoun4 ^etfp;atid leaning her head upbn' 
the arm of Atlolfihe, abandoned hiferself alsb to the charms of slumber. 

•The fbN^wIng day were obliged to make a very long jourttey, in order to 
rafe)^ th^ #iHaga ^f ^alija^ Whei-e th«y we^ very welt received ; but did 
not spend thte-nlgtit, as they wished to pato k amerng^he Womhamteni, the 
most potished ami cil^Itoed of ait the- people of the kitertor of AfViea. 
Their co^ ranks them ailnonf tfie negroes, ahh^gh'their precise origin is 
Aot known ; having been routed by oatiooto more powerful thah themselves, 
they a« feng ih took veAi ge on the botider Of the river Tron. 

This people, who have no king, but only a chief, carry op an exteitsf?e 
oommepce ef gold dust and ivory, #hTch they exchange ^ith iftefkiropeans 
iiBfr thousands of those trifies, so much valued among the Af>}cans. * This" 
imercourse with a d^ltiised portion of the earth hiia rendel^d their manners 
vastly different from those of their countrymen.' 

They received the caravan pOlitely and {)roposed exchanges. No^oliti* 
oal Imots aire so-afrOitg, as those of commerce ; people cease to be strangetv 
whon'tbey procure OiOtuaHy objet^ of need and luxury ; and trotMig pro'^ 
moias foferation, more tftan this intercourse ; perhaps* beoauae^minerce ' 
appertaining only to terrestial affkirt, dlsAtu^t the mind fhmt'theological dis* 
putes. In a coinm)»reial natiob, if woUM f>e impossible to esia^sh the ih- 
(|«isition. The samer retnon, which fheea this ^e>Oplo from ev«ry fhnaticiim, 
venders Ih^mUlaoliUle siiMfibte'to beauty, for b^vtig occupied in making ^x- 
ohanges wifh tile caravan, they did not notiee the charms of Madame de B. 

I woiFldpl^ young and 6eailtlftlt Ibmalas, if >an men upon eatth, were 
o^Sftired in meroantile ofierations. Religion and love demand a s6rt of ease, 
which latvea to the mind tha ihoulty bf abandoning itself to en^uslasnf, 
without whic^ ttier^ can iieidHr be votaries, nor lovers. 
' Aftwiiaving paiwdMai^y a momh with thfe^^^ood poopfe, tf^ depariad, 
and, making a cireuit, long enough fo avoid ^^t^ mdUMain^ Which has ittf 
i«MO #oflFh t^ ^oanihy of Kons whl^ iuhahitk^ they arrii^od at the nation ' 
of the Maphaniens, a nation, as ferocious as the animals themselves. Ttte 
ehi^ of ^e camvatrdeinadod fietrnMOn to ptm the nfght insoifne of the 
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him, and this rofMas^H becAise « law far all tbet iyibaj^ptafitff^ wteedt^ Q»iMi«r 
. prayet^i^or money could induce tO'8hiqv^,ai;^iiiO0p!iutali(jr to ib^cH-^Migofa^ 
Tbey «vere conjpell^fl, Uier^ore, to sl^ep in tha op^n a^r. l^t ontf inMi§i»% 
ayoung^an4 beauUCul fiHiMile,brcHigbt up in>«aaa4UMi luxweysmh^Srwm tht 
8^Qfl(»U9ua houfio «tf ber fatbarr jH^saad int^ tbe saffaflio^avbfi^^be f#«a o£ 
bar httsband and tb& tjeitaafor bari,bqna(aQmr procured for ber ^^^rf ^ 
and w'K)h« risducad to4»«00 tbe pigbt witbowtis^tbier aheliari ibai^tbe b^^i^i^ 
SMrfounded by men for the moat part:uaeducaled, witb<Mtt otbaf beiH^.tban. 
tba 4Cold^ousMl, aisd one will^iiaxe aonaa \(\^ of the viQisfitudcA 9/C ibrtoaet 
The courage of Blanche was iuperior to every accidaat; ne^er m^t^ 9im* 
beard to utter the eligbteft coiB|ila}nt»a<>d aa li^g^as &ia dadiiot a^taraiabao 
from bar buabuid and her aon^ noihiog.^oiild fif^t^ni ^r.oonatiiBcy. M miih 
tered «o| how mtuaM » K ^1^ i^lpb^ a8(( ii^t%ebi» waa hapiqiu 

£at^ly next tnornlng,. tba^^u-avan^M^an^dia m9k» pfepariaie4Ui Jbr legtr- 
if)g il^r mH»v\\ M>«t9, but juai as tbny - waw^ibctut tQ^aal <Mli| ^be M^, 
pbaniaoa t^ld tbaoi, tbat^tb«iy c«u|4,nQtov«m their kio^oaiwitb^uf obiato* 
ipg permbisioa ol tb^^kinf. For tbia^MPpale^ tbay wwe^ifa^i to go fyf% 
<tay0Jqi|«nay to the piaaa; wbere tbam«(^aff«b itasided* lif»tbfBgof m* 
portaujce oecurred during (base day% and they^^rii^edaafedy at the abo4e atf 
the king, wb6 beii^ ponciUated %^ nuiiib«ar of pcaae^te^ granted Ibeir re^ 

Nothing ^G^ ba«o miaeiabla a9 theea people, .^boipp^ jtbe.biBg govainA 
i^ith the mQ9t:^trjeme despotiani*; AU the important q&Lce^ in hia aM^aa^.' 
are ocaupied by bia «K»n6, ffrbo-aj^cci^e the^pm^ ^ml^firHif oyer . tba Mmkr 
itants, aa the shepherd does o^er (]^,ieck% t . * ' : : i- 

Their veligion ifi inxitnataiiy f^i^UiBeted with the fndia»^-4agi»aft$ tliey 
vorsbip the sun and the. mooa and^ pray i»n(y in tb^D^a^a» The pineal 
placed in the inidst of tbeoH comioenoea hia invocajLlona, duriag viyii4^.tb#yi 
proatrate themaelvaa several times upon the' grauadi These aiia Hie #ttly 
reiigioua ceremaaiea, which tbey practice. - 

VTbat, whbb astonished a^ost the Qhevaliar ^ B. was the extratna idler 
nass of the man^ who, eJCeepting the cbaae, pasa .U^air livaa id the maaf^ 
wortblesa lazinesa. The w#me/i;do all the work, they ftibffieata. the mixffM^ 
<}iy the skinsy and fashion the vaaeani^t only for their oivn uae, km ^ tb»- 
purposes of exf^at^^e. Nothiing cQmpanaMs tbeae ^Bfor«»na(a vfaaAen for 
the work, witb wbicfai timf are biirclened, tbeir bushanda having mtb^fe** 
gard nor tenderness^ but treathig them as^alsivea^destined toaeriva Uieoa* 

Adolpbe was extremely glad, when the captain took \fip9f^ of^ tb* king^ t% 
quit tbiasavai^e counti^. and^cirmtiiiiiia their qoutotawavdatb^lMiigde^ of 
ZenrdH^. But tbera^pet ren»atn^d n^icb length of raad,#nd t|ie innrff hloh 
the Kponians and the OtobaffB.wAPe wagfngH«ipdared4t«ery tvp^^ j» ari9M 
tbeir kingdoma. . / 

- The caiiRvafi bad gone througbJiomavery narrow pafp^ii^fWbich Bta^be^ 
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suflfbjred extremely from th^ heat and the difTerent nature of the road. 
They ho)^ now reached th.e summit of a hill; the sun had sunk below the 
horizon, and niglit, so ardently wished for, was beginning to diffuse dark- 
ness over the earth, when suddenly the heavens were lit up with brightness, 
more dazzling than the orb of day. Immense volumes of smoke would 
sometimes roll upwards, and wrap everything again in gloom. The shrieks 
which were heard at short intervals, left no doubt, that this was one of war's 
sad deeds, and that the place, from which the cries and. the flames came, 
was a village ef the Kinonians, which tbe Otobans bad fired. 

Fear, lest the savage conquerors should turn their steps towards th^ 
mountnin, and sacrifice everything that f6ll in thejr way, persuaded the cap- 
tain to sheltef tbe caravan from their fiiry by retiring into a large cavern on 
the side of tHe inQ!>UQtain.^ 

They entered it, not without fear of finding wild beasts, ^hich the cries 
ef the conquerors and the conquered had frightened. In this sad retreat, 
where nothing could be distinguished on account of its darkness, they pre- 
pared to pass the night. Blanche, the courageous Blanche, could not over- 
come a feeling of fear, and elung fast to her husband, while Zaor carried in 
his arms the litde Louis, who frightened by the horrid cries of the combat- 
ants, and the gloom of the cavpro, made it riii^ with hia shrieks. 

When they thought they had reached thc^ end of the cave, they sat down 
near each other. Blanche, by caressing her child^ at lengtU soothed him, 
ahd he fell asleep. But he was the only one, who in that mt] night, cuiijd 
close his eyes; the rest in astate of horrjl^fe anxiety fvr the result, kept 
niourflil silence, which allowed the cries of the unfortunate Knionians lo 
reach their ears. The quiet, which at length succeeded, ainde the travelltirs 
di^nk, that the Kinonians, crushed under their burning loofsy had eeuscd to 
suffer, and their executioners had withdrawn, when ihey heard a noise at 
the entrance of the cavern. The who J e caravan thought theijijseives ir- 
retrievably lost, when the cries of a child and the plantive accents of a wo- 
man changed their fear to pity. They concluded then, that she was aKni- 
onian woman who bad ^ai)ed from the carnage with her child, and had 
sought a retreat in the e«vem. 

NAtwJthstandiiig the tlanger of lieing discovered, Blanche cotdd not resist 
her desire of giving assistance to the unfortunate woman, and begged Zaor 
toepeak to her. Tlie woman frightened in her turn, uttered a cry and made 
an effort te go out of the cavern ; but they heard her fall down on the rocks. 
^ She ia dead, said Blanche ; our assistance is to kite.' Zaor ofi^red to light 
a fire, and finding some dry branches, he lit them, hoping by the light te dis- 
tinguish the woman, whose complaints had enlisted their sympathy. 

When the wood had been put into. a blaze, they saw the unfortunate wo- 
man dying, and peessing her child to her bosom. Nothing could he com- 
pared to the condition, to which tbe Knionienne- was reduced : the ^te had 
almost consumed her, all her body wm covered with wounds, and it wag 
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46 BLANCHE DE RANZl. 

only maternal love, which could have enabled her to reaeh the cavern. The 
fri^ht^ she bad experienced, added to her fatigue, had hastened her last mo- 
ments. Her child, about three years old, who had been preserved from the 
horrors of fire almost by a miracle, pressed himself close to her bosom. , 
The unfortunate mother, touched by the tenderness of Blanche, gave her 
to understand by signs, that she was about to die, and thai she recom- 
mended her child to her protection ; soon after, her arms relaxed and she 
expired almost without a groan. Blanche recovered from this sad specta- 
cle, and attempted to calm the orphan, whom she adopted with the consent 
of Adolphe, promi ing to divide her care between him and her son. She 
named him Effei, as she had named her oWn son, Amette, in honor of the 
friend, who she always regretted. 

The rays of the sun now shining inta the cavern, Adolphe went out, 
and climbing on to a rock, cast a glance into the valley, where he saw 
oi^ilya heap of ashes, from which still came clouds of smoke; but it was 
certain, thiit the Otobanshad retired, and that there could be no risk in con- 
tinuing their journey towards the kingdom, of Zembre. When Adolphe 
had given to his companions ah account of his observatiqns, they prepared 
to set 6ut. ' . . 

It was necessary to employ force, to get the little Knionicr from the cav- 
ern, where his mother was buried, and he did not cease to cry all day., 
Blanche, by her caresses, at length succeeded in quieting him, and Hp fo.upd 
in the company of the little Louis a distraction, wliich, added to the ex- 
citenrient of the journey, in a few days dissipated his grief, and in a fev^ 
months, he thought himself the son of Blanche and Adolphe. 

Nothing remarkable occurred to our travellers, during the remaiiv-ler of^ 
their journey to Zembre, at which city Adolphe stvpped more than a months, 
in order to give Blanche time to recover froin the fatigties of the journey 
and then advanceit to Mozambique, where they arrived on the 19th June»' 
16^, four years and three months and seventeen days after their departure 
from Tunis. ' ; 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

f -^ ■ 

LovB of tiouDtry, how do^j ftrt ib«u r^M^tedin* tiie^biimati ^MMMrt ! Tlm^ 
can never destroy tbee, dnngcr eannot overcome tbee^ pleasure cannot erad- 
icate tliee. In vain are the joys of a temperate sky offered to the inhabitants 
of the frozen aone, he siglis ^r his snow oovered hut, his eternal winder, 
and bis reindeer, who obedient to his iroice^ glide, with ^ sqre st^p, ovt^r the 
fields qt ice ; he dies with a broken heart, if he ci^inQt visit hia native lai^^. 
.If such are the ties, whieb attach to their couptry those .who are born in 
these comfortless regions^ how much stronger must tbty be for these w^o 
l>ave passed ikeir infancy under the mild skies of the temperate zone* 
Above all, the Frenchman cannot regard a foreign land as his own, but ^ 
always returns to his houi>ehold gods sooner or later ; glory and honoris un- 
der a foreign sun, have no charms for him^ 

Adolphe, whom friendship had deminec) at Tunis, nevertheless had longed 
for the old chateau of his father, and the grove where he had passed his 
childhood ; and when he sailed to mind the promise which hound him to 
the coast of Africa, his eyes were suffused with tears ; he could have wished, 
without separating from the friend, who was so dear to him, he might see 
again the orchards and the meadowi<, where his imagination constantly 
dwelt. 

But when death had iaken from hiui Kffei Amette, and thus destroyed 
the only ties, which bound him to Algiers, the desire of returning to his 
country became so intense, that he would have undergone any dangers or 
hardships, rather than have foresworn it. But for more thaii four years, he 
' had not been able to approach his much loved Prance ; every atep seemed 
to remove him to a greater distance from it ; when he at length saw the sea, 
he felt a pleasure it is impossible to describe. 

J No vessel had arrived on these coasts, and our travellers passed nearly a 
month on the borders of the sea, among some very good people, who, hav- 
ing had intercourse with the Europeans, established at Madagascar, were 
- more civilized than the Afrrcatts gener«Hy. 

Ad^fplw -teafwed ffam thmm mmy imyoftnm f>artioulwf»j «t to tlie e uu iw n 

-he dtrght ts lioM^in oM«r to'fiv«iil''tliii sand binlHrbMwiieii AMm^ md tlie 

iBlatid of MwttifAiMr. TUgy ■ wum d Jifkn, thitt hm ooM ^ili tsii^y oMps 

to tiMt Wand kia)f0i»>boct,'4ffMfiith«y>h«tptd him lo bvild. The IMe 

pMkMUktfr^kn^bB WMiM SM tmf oUwrT^Mel^dMidodliln toMiow dick 
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advice, ami in six weeks ibe boat was ready to set olit. Tliey took protis- 
ions for two months, and having given their hosts their canielsy and difter- 
ent objects of curiosity, and what reniained of the Zimp^St ^^^7 embarked 
with two blacks, who understood the management of the boat. 

At first the navigation was fortunate, and Adolphe flattered biinselff thai 
|bey would soon arrive at Fort Dauphin, which, the Coavians had told bim^ 
was occupied by the French. But stiddenYy the wind changed, and drifted 
them towards the notth with sucb violepuce; that they were obliged to land 
on an island, which they have since discovered to be near Comore. It wa» 
.entirely desert ; but tbey found springs of sweet water, and plenty of fish 
and tortoises, ami passed thieir time very pleasantly. 

At the end 6f seven or eight days, the wind appeared nwre moderate iand 
they tignrn put to sea. But in a short aiirie, they perceived all the signs of 
a frightful lempestr The heavens vvere so filled with black clouds, that it 
seemed to unit6 with the sea, whose hoarse roar brought terror to the heart 
c^ Adolphe and his Companions. The thunder, which pealed in a frightfbl 
manner, added still more horror to the^cene. Blanche, seated ih the bows 
of the boat, holding in &er arms her twb children. Implored for them and 
her husband the assistance ^of heaven, which alone could preserve them 
fl^om the dangier whieh threatened them. " * - 

Adolphe and Zabr, united their exertions vviih those of the two ^e^roes 
to gain a rock^ which they per<!^ived by tb« flashes of lightning, hoping to 
put their lirtlti boat in shelter. But the seas were so high, that they tiirea^- 
ened every moment to swamp them, and prevented the boat from making 
much progress, and there fell a torrent of rain mixed with hail, which in- 
commoded them extremely. At length, by dint of hard rowing, they 
reached a rock, near a sand bank, and tied their boat to it. They all then lay 
down in iha houorn of it and waited fur the end of the tempest, not with* 
out fear lest the violence of tlie wind should sink them. The storm con- 
tinued all nighty nor was it possible for them to take a minute's rest. The 
whistling of the wind, the roar of the waves beating against the rocks« the 
claps of thunder, which followed each other w^ithout intermission, held i|p 
. before their eyes a horrid death. But at length, day brought relief from 
their misery ; the sea grew calm, and the sun shone out brightly. They 
therefore immediately set out once mpre after having renewed their sup- 
ply of water, aud in sixteen days arrived at Sainte Luce, and thence gained 
the province of Amboule in Madagascar, over which a Frenchman named 
Lacase was sovereign. , 

Lacaseandhis amiable and benutiAit wile risceited the trfiveJl^ra with 
:»|{Biai k^iidfteas^ Itnd did. ev^ryj^iagutheycN)!^. lor their afwiiiefiiM^ 
4liey i«mftitf^ al-HMk^httiM. Aik>|pbe madea mmoiiSmMuoA^M 4lie 
9t«r!eniiMrandiuef]^ifire4 bmIcIi vnhniU^ mlmn^^tftl of ife(B msttmBfrof ili HI- 
^fanbitanfl^, and iMaaelie i^u|>d>ai>iail rteoivft,i«»iti«»wli«n»b»'cio«Mioiie 
attd QfU^iB. Both o£ tteu Mgtetteii «th9 tuat Hhwm kibmtttmi 
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ivti^ailof^mia^e. ' ]l«ieh'lii»MWthe1teM»,'wlleii^he skips getiMtilly 
■et out lor Europe, and after haviDg given iMKflai lOttAim tc/f eflteehi and 
«ttae)ime»t,^do.lpfa6#mi Ua 6mi^ ^bpamtd .fron the mnprm§fim of Am- 
boule with tears in their eyes^ 



CHAPTERf XV. 



Tke jT artif ed at tbe Miitipti In the prov4flce of Comesay where M. de Ker- ^ 
•adie received theft with honor. A Poittf^uese vessel ^nras In the road, 
nraitmg for a ftvoraMe wnid lb %H eaU« The captain, named Lopez de 
j^a appeared ^neliaated totntfkethe voyage wkh such agreable persons as . 
the FVeneh, and declared his happifiess to the Chevalier de B. |Ie was very 
Mspemfol towards Btaiiche^ and loaded the Kttle Louis and his companion 
kQlh oarressea. fiveo to Zaoir and the Iturae, he gmve afi agreeable re- 
««pt4on. 

' During the few days, that preceded the embarkation, he did not leave 
AdoT|$he once; who was overwhelmed with the marks of friendship, which 
the captah) gave him. Blanche did not have the same good opinion of the 
Portuguese, that her husband had : she thought she saw hi his face a deceit- 
Ihl iook, and a sort of constraint in his manners which displeased her ; but 
ihe did not wish to make her dislike known to Adolphe. She hesitated, 
lest she might disturb the satisfaction he felt in thinking that in a year he 
would be in France, and determined to watch the progress of events, be- 
fbre speaking to her husband. 

Adolphe, who believed that men like D'Arlimont were exceedingly rare, 
did not dream that his unhappy lot cou|d expose him to two such persons; 
and gave himself up to bis new friend with entire confidence. In fact, Lo- 
pez seemed every way fit to supply the void which tbe death of Efiei iiad 
left. 

^ I live at no particular place,' said he one day to Adolphe with affiieted 
frankness ; ' I have lost my father and have only remote relations. Having 
gone to sea very young, I hardly knofv Lisbon, and all countries are indif- 
ferent to me« The time I passed at Rochefort, on my return from Brasil, 
where I had made an immense fortune, has strongly attached me to France. 
Perhaps I will sell my property at Lisbon and live in your own belle France.' 

*0 my friend)' repJiaii Adolphe with joy, I have a sist^ who is e^ht 
jrears younger than nayaelf^ and who promised to bea^ l^iieaiitiful asi{Mcli#. 
If she were not married, and should please you, how happy might we bat' 
/ < Att my wiabesi' wlldLofez, aroold be fulfUled ; to pav^my lifW with you 
my dear chevalier, to become your brother, would be happiness, of which 
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J ana .uiiwort)iy i h^t ai ieiprl will try t^ dmtr^^kL SToi^ I will go Hitb yntt 
toFraoQQ, WeLjBgre«pBtba(.\ 

- Adoipihe liBpaite(l:th»f]|sojectot the cftptaiii to Blaimhe, wbo twem^ R 
with cold Dees. 

' You do notshare,' sai^he, * the satisfactioB I feel jd finding in Lopez 
the friend I liave lost ?' 

* We never can supply the void^ one friend iias left in our hearts. What 
a difference there is between that friend of our youth, whose attachment 
led him to sacrifice himself, rather than disappoint you, and a man you 
hardly know, liorn too in a country, where treachery is such a common 
vice.' • 

N Adolph^e convinced, as indeed he told Blanch^i thfit liis* wi(ela dislike' of 
Lopez, arQ3e merely from jealousy of his influences .gave hjmself up.siiU 
more entirely to L^opez, who every day acquired gceaier power over hifli 
Zaor, who had the same opinion, as his mistress, very much deaired, Uiatu 
Frei^ch vessel should come to the isle of Bourboii, that they niiglit rkot ba 
obliged to make the voyage witk the Portuguese. But hiaifi*be8 were naft 
gratified, and I^pez;, who feared the arrival of some other jliip, bastcBMSl 
the business, which had brought him to Madagascar, and havinj^ fifnt 
Adolphe and his,fa;m|y notice, that he wa^abput to weigh anchor, he c^ufed 
them CO he brought to th« vessel in a boat, adorned \s:ith streamers, aad lo 
the sound of chariiiiii^^ muiiic. A magnificent repast -awuited them, 09 
bo:ird. Everything proclaimed the Portuguese gallantry. . 

ThiH ftia^t wats ao agreei^hk, that Madame de B. could not help signifying 
h«r thnnks to Lopez de Mega by manners, rather rnore affable, than ^he 
usually had ^hown towards him. The Portuguese, delighted at haviDjf.ob- 
[amt^d sortie succep.^;^ could hurdly refrain his joy. But too prudent to risk 
loaing all the pleasure lie jiromised himself, he kept sufficient comtn^j[i4 
over himself to appear only as a frier^d. and enclosing hiniself withiojhe 
bounds of the most profound respect, he let no word escape him which 
could betray the thoughts at the bottom of his heart. In the evening there 
was n colhttion and a display of fire-works. At length the company broke 
up and Lopez, profiting by the favorable breeze, weighed anchor, and set 
out for the cape. 

They remained at the cape a considerable time, at the house of a gentle- 
inan ifamed Vanderman, a Dutch merchant of great wealth. Lopez during 
the whole time lost ne opportunity of gaining still more entire pos^^ession 
of the heart of Adolphe, while his manners towards Blanche became every 
day more familiar. Vanderman treated the travellers with unbounded hos- 
pitality, and gave them much information of the state cf things In France. 
Their time here wastak^n up with all th« pleasures that the pince aflorded , 
and ihey left it, when the firtie of their departure came, with sorrow and re- 
grtt. 

The voyage fiiom the cape to Lisbon ml tiMtivn 6f tbn yaar^ tli^ rowie it. 
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was not at all daogeroua, aod besides Lopez had [irovided everything^ that 
Blanche and her family could possibly desire. He had put on board a large 
quantity of Constantia wine, so highly esteemed by gourmands, and he lav- 
ished it, as though It were of the meanest sort. 

Under prentence, that the Chevalier de B. was his brother, and the only 
object of his affections, hia attentions to Blanche became still more constant. 
But the latter felt the greatest repugnance to him and treated him with ex- 
treme coldness. Butas the Portuguese did not pass, for an instant beyond 
the bounds of stric(decorum, Madame de B. could bring no positive charge 
against him ; though the nearer she approached Europe, the more she de- 
aired not to depend on a man, who inspired her with fear and distrust 



CHAPTER XVr. 



At length, they entere«i into port. Blanche wished her husband to tali^ 
f^iomaata hotel, but Lepec would not ooosent to it, and assured them, that 
bis hotel was large enough to accommodate them without difficulty. In 
fact, it was one of the mos^t splendid in Lisbon ; everything to it proclaifrted 
lliM vreaitb of iu naster : and when Madame de B. Iwd^Bterod it, be begged 
ber . to eonsider it her own, and said he waa but too happy, in being per«^ 
mitted to live binder the same roof, as the friends, who were so dear lo 

' lie had allotted their i^jartments in such a way, that those B^ancbe oe* 
copied, which were of the greatest magnificence, were rery fkr from thoM 
ff Adolphe, and when he had coodueted her to them after supper, he said 
tt» the Chevalier, 

* Madame de B. must be very maeh fatigued. Let us leave ber to her re- 
pose, while we chat with each other. We have no time to lose for the av- 
•wigmettts, we have to make.' 

Adolphe, who was entirely unsuspicious, followed Lopez to his apart- 
te^nt, and the doors, which open a communication between the wings 
of the hotel, were shut. When they had reached the apartment of 
Lofiez, he entertained Adolphe fbr a long time, with his projects of going 
to France, and then having called for wine, he plied Adolphe with it to 
itteh an extent, that he began to feel sleepy. Leaving his perfidious friend, 
ke undertook to go to the chamber of his wife ; but finding the doors shat 
his head reelin); with the wine he had drank, he returned to his own apart- 
wotrntf ntbere Zaor was waillagi and went to sleep immediately. 

Blanche, who thought she had detected the criminal dealgna of Lopes te 
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his looks, was no sooner alone with Ztlia, (for that was the name of the 
nurse, she had taken with her from Madagascar for the sake of the little 
Effei,) than she told her to bring the cradle of her children into her cham- 
ber; and shutting the door of the apartment with great care, she bid her 
pKaa the night on an ottoman with her. 

* As I do not think my husband will come here to-nighr,I should be afraid 
19 stny alone in this great apartment The gilded ceiling,' added she, *give» 
m<i no more confidence, than the huts of the savages.' 
Zilia asked her if she would sleep. * 

*Not yet,' said she, 1 will wait a little while for Adolphe.^ 
The apartment which Lopez had given her, was much like that of 
Madame, the Countess de Ranzi ; its luxury was the same. But here, as in 
that of the Countess, she was unhappy, and it seemed, as if anxiety were 
for her inseparable from wealth. The reflections of Blanche were sad 
enough ; she thought of her early Life, her travels over the burning sands of 
Africa, and the perils to which she had been exposed ; she trembled for her 
(>resent danger, and, looking forward to the future, all was wrapt in ehiHing 
uncertainty. Overwhelmed with such thoughts as these, Blanche was 
about to sink into an disturbed rest, when a gentle knock was beard at h^r 
^•or. 

She thought at first, that it was Adolphe returning, and her heart bieirt 
with joy and love. She aros^, went to the door, and asked, 

< Is it you my dear Adolphe?' 

No one answered ; and the noise, she thought she had heard at this door, 
began in another part of the room. Then, trembHng, she went to Shot her^ 
self up with Zilia and her children ; but she had not time to reach them, 
before she felt herself seized by the arm, and she recognized Lopez. She 
uttered aery ; but the villain put bis hand before her mouth, and present- 
ing a poignard to her he said, 

«The least cry, Madame, will only bring witnesses of your death and 
my own. Listen to me. For a year you cannot have doubted that I adore 
jou. Do not interrupt me ; and above all do not do me the Tnjustke, of 
thinking that I wish to obtain by force a hapviiness, which would then bar 
without value.' Blanche, somewhat encouraged by these words, af peered 
more calm, and Lopez continued. 

< I adore you, madame, and I have no other intention than that c^ gaining 
your hand.' 

'Never !' cried Blanche, in such a loud voice, that Lopez feared, lest sh^ 
might be heard. 

< Have you forgotten, replied he, in a severe tone, What I have just Mid 
to you. . Hear me without interruption, or both your death and mine witf 
prevent any further explanation.' , ^ 

Blanche sat down ; and yieldiog to the horror, wMi whieh Ldpez ia*' 
^ired her, kept^enee* .: * 
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* Your marriage,* continued he, is null. According to the laws of France, 
you were neither of you of age, and you had not the consent of your 
parents. Their will can break your ties ; and can you doubt they will do 
so, when they shall know that Lopez de Mega, enjoying a hundred thou8« 
and piastres rent, and of one of the oldest bouses in Portugal, burns to unite 
himself to you ? But sti4i, in yielding to you my liberty and my fortune,'! 
cannot bnt claim your affection. In the meantime, I warn you, if you be- 
tray to Adolphe a word of this interview, he is irretrievably ruined. 1 wiM 
denounce him to the inquisition, as living with a Mahommedan woman, and 
do not think it will be possible for you to prove yourself the daughter of 
M. de Rnnzi, for he would have been burned long before you could send 
to France. Besides, f have prepared everything. No^leiter can go ont of 
Lisbon. But if you will consent to my wishes, you shall be tiie happiest of 
women.' 
Seeing, that Blanche heard him with the greatest calmness, be tH>ntinu«ci, 
' I have thought of everything. If you will deign to second my projects, 
It will be easy for me to get rid of Adolphe, and in a manner that will l>e 
advantageous to him, for I will obtain for him the governorship of Brazil, 
and I will persuade him not to expose you and the children to the dangers 
of the sea ; that you will remain here under the protection of Signora BraA- 
sola, sister of my mother ; and as soon as he is gone, we will write to 
Provence, in order to obtain the consent of your parents, which having 
done, we will be married and 1 will recognize your son, as my own. 

Madame de B. answered not a word, her head resting upon her hand, she 
appeared indifferent to this web of perfidity : then raising her eyes to Lopez 
with a dignity so imf>osiug, that he almost quailed beneath her glance, and 
recovered not his self possession, until he had heard her uher these wordsi 
*My resolution, sir, will be dictated by prudence, by the care to preserve 
the life of a hus()and who I cannot believe is insensible to the love, whtcfa I 
have for him ; yet I am a mother and I ought to endeavor to ensure to my 
son a happy and tranquil existence. Know then, that 1 will keep the se- 
cret, but I exact this, that Adolphe shall in no way he informed of the course 
which necessity coujpels me to take; follow out your designs, and leave to 
me the care ot seconding them.' 

Lopez could hardly support his happiness; he wished t6 throw himself 
at her feet, as a mark of his gratitude, but Blanche, repelling him, prayed 
to be left alone ; that she had need of some moments of tranquility, to re- 
flect upon the astonishing revolution, which was about to take place in her 
face. Lopez, persuailed that ambition, and perhaps love, pleaded for him 
in the heart of Blanche, assured her, that she should be sovereign mtstren 
of his actions, and that, after the promise, which she had jui^t made him, 
nothing would occupy his attention except the hastening of the happy mo- 
ment, when they would be united by legitimate ties ; thus saying, he retired 
and left her alone. 

Blanche, who had not a moment to lose, when she was certain that Lo- 
pez had entered his own apartment, went to wake Zilia, whose zeal and in- 
telligence were well known. She related' to her all, that bad passed ami 
told her^ that her intention was to profit by the moment, when Lopez wai 
asbep to take to flight, but that this one thing embarrassed her; that alio 
did not wish to inform him of the outrages of Lopez de Mega, utHil they 
bad left his hotel. >l know Adolphe,' said she, ^ no consideration jwili stop 
hioi ; but he will go immediately to demand satis^faction for this gross in-* 
suit.' Zilia promised her, that she would seek Zaor at day-breal^ whieb 
was not far off, and in the mean tim^t tl>ey made the necessary prepairations^ 
packing up their wardrobes, their jewels ami their gold, the latter of Wihiiih; 
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WM iiiadi diminished, but still enough to enable them to reach Bordeaux. 
She only wished to gain the port, t»efore Lopez was aware of their depar* 
ture and then she thought that heaven, the protection of innocence would 
facilitate the rest of their undertal(iRgs. 

Aurora was just beginning to quench the stars, and the birds were already 
chanting the t^orning hymn^ « 

* Zilia, my dear Zilia,' said Blanche, * it is time to seek Zaor, the sleep of 
the wicked is not of long duration. If Lopez should awake, if he shouh) 
give the orders, which he has threatened, we are lost, for between dishonor 
and death, is the choice dubious. Try then, to find Zaor, let him tell his 
master, that I am restless at not having seen him return to night, that 1 have 
not slept, and that 1 wish to walk in the magnificent gardens of Lopez, be^ 
fore the heat becomes insupportable ; above a!l, let no air of haste or trouble 
attend your endeavors, for beware of arousing suspicion.' Zilia departs ou 
hfir errand, but when she reaches the end of the corridor, she finds the 
grate locked and returns to inform her mistress of this; sad news. 

* Heaven!' cried Blanche, *the traitor Lopez has then put in effect his 
▼illainoiis measures. Of what avail was my feigning. lam not le^s hw 
prisoner, and he thinks, that 1 share his culpable designs. Ah Zilia! save 
me from his horrible plots ; those windows are not very hieh, and it will be 
easy for me to defend ; you will hand me the children, and then follow 
yourself; we will obtain from some one of these gardeners egress from 
these walls, and at the first hut, whe:e we arrive, I will inform the Freuch 
embassador of the plots of Lopez, iii order that he may rescue Adol|)he 
from this monster, before that lie knows I am no longer in his power,' The 
first obstacle was soon overcome, and they found themselves in the superb 
gardens of the h6tel. 

The sun was gilding with his first rays, the summit of the trees, and tlie 
air, loaded with the perfume of flowers, )^et moist with the tears of Aurora, 
embalmed the atmosphere. All announced a beautiful day, yet to Blanche, 
it only seemed one, likely to be attended with sinister events. She wiis 
leaving a husband, whom she adored, and that too, in the house of bis 
most mortal enemy ; she could not inform him of the reasons, which ren- 
dered flight necessary, and in her heart she conceived most frightful 
suapicioiie, that Lopez would avenge his fury upon tlie person of her be- 
loved Adolpbe. 

In spite of these sad reflections, she saw clearly, that the greatest danger 
aW:aited them, if they remained, and that in departing, there seemed some 
^ope that all would turn out well. Thus she fulloweil her first intention j 
and meeting, as she before imagined, the gardners, just going out to coin* 
laence their work, asked one of them, with the most absolute indiflerence, 
if the park opened upon the ramparts or upon the country. * Very near the 
harboi;,' i^eplied he, and ray lord has erected a pavilion, from whence can 
be seen the vessels coming into port, and those setting out to sea. If my 
My wishes to go into it, I will open the door.' 

* Willingly,' said Blanche, and he conducted her into a room, decorated 
irith the greatest elegance, and from a window of which, one had an exten* 
iiv« view of the whole barber. Blanche closed the door, and her first 
thought was to escape from this place, as she had done from the mansion, 
bat to her great grief the window waa defended by bars of iron, lieing be- 
•idea moiie than twenty feet above the ground. This hope must therefor^ 
be renouneed, and with irreat perseverance, 'she began again to«eek some 
•ther pitace, from which to escape, when turning around she perceived a 
•mall door, which opened at her touch and exposed a pair of stairs, at the 
bottom of which, however, another obstacle prei^ited itaelf in the way e^ 
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an iron ^rat«^ locked and l>oUed. Her only resource now, was to apply to 
the gtvrdner and endeavor to prevail upon hinn to open lU For this pur* 
pose she left the pavilion and went out among the trees and hedges, to seek 
this man, when, what was her joy, as she turned one of the corners, to see 
Adolphe. Her first emotion was to run and throw herself into his arms, 
hut recollecting, that she might excite some sui prise, in manifesting such 
perfect happiness, she tried to assume an air of calmness, and only be- 
stowed upon him some gentle reproaches, for having abandoned her the 
past night. Adolphe gave, as his excuse, the law of the house, which com- 
pels the servants to lock the grate of each corridor at midnight, and that 
having remained with his friend beyond that hour, he did not like to call 
op the servants to unlock the grates, although he desired greatly to see her 
and tell all that his friend had said. *• But since love reunites us in thestf 
lovely groves, I regret less not having been able to rejoin you sooner.' And 
walking along be related the magnificent projects of Mega. But how mueb 
were they opposed to those, With which he had entertained Blanche that 
same night. She listened to her husband, as if she really partook of his 
gratitude to this perfidious wretch, and approaching the pavilion, he saw 
the little Louis, who as soon as he perceived Adolphe, cried out, * Ah papa 
oorne, come papa and see this pretty jitile house.* * It is charming,' said 
Blanche, to her husband.' * It is from here that we have a most beautiful 
View of the sea ; I desired to walk upon its shores, but as the grate is faik 
tened J was going wVien I met you,4o beg of the gardner to open it.* *If 
that will cause you any pleasure,' said Adolphe, * I will go and ask him.' *I 
shall be extremely obliged to you,' replied Blanche, and in waiting for an 
answer, her heart beat in suspense ; bur what was her grief, when Adolphe 
said that Lopez kept the key, and trusted it to no person ; but that this gard- 
ner said he would go to awaken his master and obtain it from him. *It ilB 
not worth the trouble,' replied Blanche, for at any other time we can take 
this walk.' Yet this disappointment had thrown her into absolute despair, 
and she was not able to retain her tears. Her husband, who kn^w, that i^be 
was not one of those women, who suffer violent grief, on account of every 
slight contradiction, could not conceive why she shed such melancholy tears, 
and inquired of her immediately the cause. 

* Swear td me,' said Blanche, * that what I am going to tell you, shall 
not separate you for a iingle instant front me, and that you wiJI only occu- 
py yourself with me, in endeavoring to find the means of placing ray hon- 
or and your life in safety.' 

< I swear it,' said Adolphe, 'but what is the reason to this strange dis- 
course?' 

Blanche then related to him the frightful scene of the past night. The 
blood of Adolphe boiled with rage, and in spite of the promise, which he 
had made, Blanche was obliged to make use of the warmest entreaties, to 
prevent him fVom going instantly to demand satisfaction oi the traitor, Lo- 
l>ez, for his false perfidity. But when she rendered clear to him the impru- 
dence of such a step, and the terrible cbnsequences, which would fall upon 
herself and son, he felt how necessary it was to escape from the tyrant. 

* This grating,' said be, * which opens upon the coast of the sea, I will 
soon find means to break down ; love and fury wHl add strength to my ef- 
forts.' 

Thus saying« he descended the steps, and shaking the iron grate with al- 
most supernatural force, felt that it must yield. Zilia, who was young and 
robust, as are all the women of Madagascar, united her efbrts to those* of 
Chevalier de B. At length, heaven seconded the courage and resolution 
of this interesting family, and the binges were torne iirom. the stone. The 
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n«xt moment all i%ere free ; and taking the children in their arms, they flew 
towards the port, where they arrived ju8t as it was striking six o'clock. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Finding a small boat, they asked the owner if he would take thetn out 
into the harbor, which for a small sum, he agreed to do. Just as they were 
gettmg into the boat, they recollected Zaor, for during their violent agitation 
and their hurry to escape from Lof>ez, they had entirely forgotten this wor* 
thy servant. But how could they inform him, where they had gone ? And 
how could he find means to rejoin them, without giving to Lopez de Mega 
the scent of their track ? It was necessary, then to leave him in Lisbon, 
until they set sail, if they should have the good luck to find a French ves- 
sel, and 10 ask the captain to send a letter ashore to the French ambassador, 
requesting him to take this honest mnn under his protection. This expedi- 
ent rendered them more tranquil since they saw, that now Lopez cotdd not 
render him responsible for their escape, and as to the means which he 
would have to enable him to rejoin them in France, the effects, which they 
had been obliged to leave, would more than suffice to pay his passage. 

The owner of the small boat Sfioke bad Portuguese, and his accent 
proved him to be from the northern part of Europe. As he thought that 
the persons on board were sailing only for pleasure, he went along slowly 
pointing out to them the ships of different countries, which were laying at 
anchor. 

* Here is one,' said he, * which is going to leave immediately, whose cap* 
tain is my countryman.' 'You are a Hollander then,' replied Adolphe, who 
recognised the flag. 

* Yes senor.' 

Blanche recalling to her mind the Vanderman family, and the letters, 
which she ha^ for their son, inquired the name of tne captain. 
*It is Mr. Vanderman.' 

* Vanderman of the cape, his son, I understand.' 
' Yes Madam.' 

< Ah Heaven ! what happy news ; is he on board at present.^' 

* We will soon see,' said he, and making a signal to the ship, inquired if 
the captain was on hoard. 

* Yes,' replied a sailor. 'Tell him,' continued Adolphe, that some French 
persons coming from the cape, have letters for him irom bis father and 
mother.' 

Vanderman soon appeared upon deck and invited them to tea, which in- 
vitation they accepted, and he received them with the same cordiality, that 
his father had done at the cape. The Chevalier de B. safe upon a Dutch 
ship, payed the owner of the small boat and dismissed him ; then opening 
a casket he presented the letters of Mr. and Mrs. Vanderman, to their son. 
He read them with the greatest pleasure, for it had been two years, since he 
had heard from his family ; and learning from these same letters the name 
of Adolphe, and the esteem, which his parents had for him and his beauti- 
ful companion, he treated him with great friendship and distinction. 

After tea, Adolphe told the captain, that he had matters of imiKirtance to 
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cormnUnieiit^ to UUn* Mr. Vanderman led him into his state-room, where 
the Chevalier told him the positioD to which he had been placed by the 
treachery of a friend, whom lie had thought sincere. Vanderman, wbe 
had all the frankness and virtue of his family, could npt comprehend how 
a man oould carry his villauy to such an extent. He was very indignant at 
ihe conduct of Lopez and told Adolphe to use his vessel as his own, that 
business obliged him to remain a month longer at Lisbon, but that the poU- 
cy of the court would completely protect him from inquiry in a Dutch ves- 
sel, and he would be as safe, as be would be in a fortress, that he must 
lirofit by the time to write to Poitou and Marseilles, in order to give their 
famil'tes infor^nation of their situation ; and that as to Zaor, he would go to 
tbe city, to inquire what had become of him, and bring him hack to bis 
■aaster. Adolphe told his wife the plans of Vanderman, and begged her 
lo be calm until his return. He wrote to his father, Blanche to Madame da 
Ranzi, atnl the captain charged himself with the delivery of their letters. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 



• Eight days had passed since Vanderman had lefl his vessel. He wfote, 
it is true, every tiay to Adolphe, but his letters gave no certain information 
«f the fiite of Zaor, nor of the time when he should return. His mate, who 
loved him very much, was extremely anxious jahout him. and determined 
to go to the eity, to get more exact particulars of his situation. 

The mate did not return till evening; and when he got on board, conster- 
nation wats depicted on his featuresi 

* What is the matter?' said Adolphe* 

'The most horrid misforttme ; Vanderman has been assassinated.' 

* Good God! By whom?' 

* It is not positively known ; but as he was attacked the same eveningfbai 
he had a very warm dispute with Lopez de Mega, it is not doubted, that he 
was the one who hired the assassins to attack him.' * is he dead ?' asked 
Adolphe. *Not qtiite,' replied the mate, Hhe surgeons give him some hope 
to-day. Vanderman had resolved to give us no information of his danger: 
and if I had not gone on shore, we should have known nothing about it.' U 
will go to the eity, said Adolphe. Let no one mention this sad event to 
Blanche. ! wHI write to her when I shall huve seen Vanderman.' 

He jumped into the boat, and had already entered the port, before Blanche, 
who was in the stern of the ship, knew that he had gone. But his absence 
could not long be concealed Irom the miserable Blanche. She begged the 
mate to permit her to rejoin her huslrand. 

* It is impossible,' said he. * You have been entrusted to me by M. de B« 
and I oannot permit you to leave the vessel, before he shall return, or send 
me an order to do so. 

But as he saw, that her grief increased, and feared lest she might throw 
heraelf into the sea, he led her to her state room, where he placed a guard 
over her, and brought to her Zilia and the children, who endeavored by 
their caresses, to distract her from the deep grief, in which she was plunged. 
Early next morning, she received the following letter from Adolphe. 

\ 
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Lisbon, July 14tii, 16—. 

Pardon me, my dear Blanche, that I have left you a prey to the anxiety 
which my precipitate departure must have caused you ; but knowing your 
tenderness of feeling, I feared lest you might oppose what honor com- 
manded. You know that M. Yanderman left us to get information of the 
tate of Zaor, and to give him means to rejoin us. His first care was to go 
to the hotel of Lopez and demand the Arab, who was in the service of the 
Chevalier de B. They replied with insolence, that they knew nothing abont 
bun, and that it was none of their business. He asked to see Lopez himself^ 
but they answered that L^pez was not to be seen, and that he must write a 
note, if be wished to obtain an audience. Yanderman, litde satisfied with 
a (reception, like this, went to the bouse of his natidnal ambassador, and re- 
quested him to give him a letter to that of France. The Count received 
bim favorably, and promised to use his influence to get Zaor back. Hiff 
excellency thought, after what Yanderman said of Lo{iNess,tbat he had given 
up this Arab to the inquisition, under pretence, that he was a Mahommedan; 
but then he considered that this step would involve too many diplomatic 
ceremonies. He thought that a letter from himselt to M. Yanderman 
would be sufficient to settle the affiiir promptly. He wrote one immediate- 
ly and gave it to the cu|)tain. The letter going back again to his bouse, 
gave his servant the note for Lopez and told him he would wait for an an- 
swer. Lopez received him without taking off his hat, and Yanderman 
therefore kept on his, that he might show, he considered himself his equal. 

* What do you wish ?' said Lopez. *This letter will inform you.' Lopex 
opened it, read it, and put it into his pocket. * I will make my reply to bim, 
who sent you,' said Lopez. * To him wlio seiit me? said Yanderijaan with 
indignation. No one sent me. No one has a right to. I come here of my 
9wn will. I asfced a letter from the ambassador, that you rnigh^ see that 
this affair will not be so easily fettled, as you wish.' 'We will see,' replied 
Lopez, with disdain, 'how the ambassador of France will make me responsi- 
ble for the valet of a man of his nation, whom his religion does not permit 
me even to look upon.' * It is his relii^ion, then, which bas determined you 

to ^ '1 do not know, sir, what this question means. I do not knew 

you ; 1 have nothing to say to you.' * But I know you perfectly well. Your 
conduct with Madame de BJ ' Is it then for the purpose of insulting me,' 
said Lopez, *ihat you have come here?' . * 1 come lor Zaor, and if not re- 
stored, the king shall know of your treachery.' 'Do you know that I can 
arrest you?* said Lopez. 'You can do nothing,' replied Yanderman, I am 
here charged with a lette;* from the ambassador of France, who will soon 
^d a way to redeem me, and certainly the Dutch ambassador will second 
Mm. But, moreover, M. Lopez, if what I have said offends you, it is eai^ 
tor you to get your revenge ; I am ready whenever you wish.' ' I cannot 
disgrace myself by fightiut; such as you.' He turned his back and left him 
alone in the apartment. Yanderman swore in a voice, loud enough for Lo- 
pez to heap him, that be would soon pimish his arrogance. He then went 
out and proceeded immediately to give an account of what had happened 
to his ambassador, and begged him to devise with that of France, some 
means of getting satisfaction for such conduct; and then he got certain in- 
formation, that Zaor was in the inquisition. Having thus done everything 
in his power for Zaor, he set out to return to the ship and was going to the 
harbor by a little frequented street, when suddenly four men in masks 
sprang upon him, pierced him with many blows of the poignard, and left 
him weltering in his blood. His servant, to whom he had given orders to 
join him at the boat, perceived him and ran to his assistance. He saw that 
his master yet breathed, and went to the house of the magistrate to give his 
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complaint and get assistance. The magistrate sent immediately to bring 
him to bis house. Tbe surgeons found his wounds very dangerous, and 
feared, that the daggers might have been poisoned ; but this suspicion was 
not confirmed. Matters remained in tbisstclte, until the day, when the mate 
came to Lisbon. You know how strong is his attachment to M. Vander- 
man, and his frankness, which almost borders on madness. When be 
learned tbe attempt on the life of M. Vanderman, and that nothing bad 
been done to revenge it, he went straight to the king ; and when be was 
coming out from mass, he gave him a memorial,, in which he bad sketched 
in few words this devilish plot, naming Lopez, without any hesitation, as the 
author of it. The king appeared very much surprised, especially that no 
investigation bad been set on foot. 

^Return to your ship,' said he to tbe brave bailor, *1 give you my royal 
word that such a crime as this sbalt not go unpunished, however powerful 
may be tbe criminal.* 

The mate, well satisfied with the justice and kindness of tbe king, re- 
turned on board and gave os the news. But I let not a moment escape ; I 
set out immediately. When 1 reached land, I had intended togostraight t%, 
the hotel of Mega ; but as soon as I was known, I was surrounded by friends 
of Vanderman, wbe conducted me to bim, and told me all, I have been nar- 
rating to you, and that Lof>ez, having heard of what the mate had done, had 
gofM) to one of his estabiisbments on the frontiers of Spain. 

Vanderman appeared very glad to see me, »nA 1 remained near bis bed 
until evening, conversing with him and some of bis friends. Jnsc at nigbt- 
Adi, his agettt in Lisbon entered and said^ *Do you know what has just 
'happened ? They have arrested your assassins in the moment oi commit- 
ting another crime.' They confessed they bad come out on a secret enter- 
prise. They said they said they wouk) give an account of the whole affair, 
and the name of bim who bad instigated tbetn to it, on condition that their 
lives should be guarantied. The commander of a galley carried tbem to tbe 
bofH*d of admiratity. When th^ey were interrogated, they conf^lsed, that 
they were tbe agents of Lopez de Mega ; that by his orders^ that they had 
attempted tbe assassination of Vanderman, and (bat it was he, who had 
ordered tbem to set fire to bis vessel. Orders were immediately is9u^d 
for tbe arrest of Lopez, wherever he should be found. Meantime ndieu, 
soul of my life. 1 cannot express tbe affection, I have for yoii and your 
children. Ever your<^ ADOLPHE i>E H. 

This letter calmed tlie fears of Blanche. She gave it to tbe mate, who 
read it to tbe whole of tbe crew. Tbe Chevalier arrived in tbe eveninj|, 
and nothing could be compared to tbe joy, this interesting family exparn 
enced Jn being again united. Tbe same evening, they returned to Lisbon, 
and Wben tliey bad binded, they found a gentleman of the French embad- 
fy, who invited tham to make a visit at the bouse of the aml>assndor, but in 
apite of bis reiterated invitatlonsy Mousieur and Madame de H. prefered t« 
live in the same bouse with Vandemar. A few days after they learned that 
Lopez bad t>een arrested on ^^ia^ extreme frontier of Spain. 

He arrived at Lisbon, wb^hi be was confronted with bis aqcomplices 
whom be boldly deckred be^id not know. But a note in bis own band 
being produced, bis audacity abandoned bim and be solicited a pardon.-^ 
He carried his bead to tbe scaffold and ali Lisbon rejoiced over bis fate. 

As tbe wounds of Vandarman bad detained him a long time at Lisbon, 
and having now nearly recovered, he determined to pioeeed to Marseilles, 
instead of stopping at Bordeaux as he had at first intended. They soon 
came in tiightof the sbonts of Francei and tbe rapture of Adolpb^ was in- 
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describable. But Blanche could not share his joy. She feared, what her 
reception might be from her father when he should discover that she was 
married. She fluctuated between hope and fear, and anxiously awaited the 
result. 

At length they entered the harbor, and Vanderman proposed that Blanche 
should remain on board while he got information of M. de Ranzi. But 
Adolphe determined not to delay an instant, and drove immediately to the 
hotel de Ranzi. The old porter uttered a cry of joy when he recognised his 
mistress. ' I thank you, Andre, for your kind reception,' said Blanche, * but 
tell me where are my father and mother ? Are they well ?' 

* Perfectly ; tliey are at the chateau de Ranzi. 

Blanche lost no time, but immediately wrote to her father and sent the 
letter off post-haste. She received an answer the next evening. She op- 
ened it and read as follows : 

" Chateau de Ranzi, Sept 16. 
Who could, my deai* daughter, describe the joy we experienced in reoeiv<^ 
ing your letter? Come to us as quickly as possible, to enjoy our afTection- 
^te embraces and all that is dear to you. 

Your affectionate father, Arthur de Rakzi." 

Blanche looked at the brief letter of her lather in silence. 
' All well ? said her husband, • you see that your fears have not been well 
founded, and that your parents appear overwhelmed with joy at your return,' 
*I acknowledge,' said Blanche^ Ufaat this letter astonishes me. What if 
this tenderness were only a snare ?' 

* Why will you thus torment yourself? 1 find nothing in the letter but 
expressions of real attachment I have given orders for setting out at once.' 

Blanch.', seeing that she could have no influence over her husband, deter* 
mined to follow his advice, and prepared to set out to meet her father.— 
Vanderman and the mate came to take their leave of tbem before they set 
out OH their journey, as the ship was about to weigh anchor for the Cape 
of Good Hope. * I beg you,' said Blanche, Mo inform your father, in a very 
delicate manner, of the unhappy end of Lopez, whom he leved so dearly. 
However culpable may be the man, who is bound to us, one is always much 
more mored by hr> death, than irritatml by his faults. Charge yourself, my 
dear Vanderman, with the testimonials of our gratitude and our attach- 
ment to your most respected parents, and beg them if they ever come to 
Europe to stop at Marseilles, where we will be too happy to offer them that 
hospitality which they generour^ly bestowed upon us at the Cape. 

Vanderman assured iheni that he would execute punctually their com- 
mission, nnd that as for himself, he would never reuounce the hope of seeing 
once more friends who were so dear to him. Sayi/ig this, he pressed their 
hands over and over «gainr, for ft seemed impossible for them to part. 

Adotphe, Binnche, their son, Zitia, and the little Moor got into the car- 
riage of M. de Ranzi, which, been drawn by six horses, rolled along the 
jyavement so rapidly that Blanche had hardly time to remark the country 
which was so ftimiliar to her in childhood. 

In the meantime the sun was almost set, and In a few hours they expected 
to arrive at Ranzy. Blanche was endeavoring to fortify herself against the 
secret terrors which agitated her, and to embrace the illusions of her hus- 
band, when she heard the noise of a post-chaise, which, as it approached 
them, stopped and made a signal for them to do the same. Blanche per- 
ceiving the occh pant of the carriage Cried out with more of fear than of 
love, * [t is my father.' At this word Adolphe jumped out of the vehicle, 
and Blanche followed him— she wi^ed to throw herself at the feet of the 
eount| who raises her presses her to nia bosom with an expression of the 
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most Inrely a/ffection. Blanche, reassured by these evidences of kuHin^ss, 
replied without fear, and felt supremely happy that her absence had softened 
the hetrrt of her, before, inexorable father. * Behold,' said she, rRther timid- 
ly, * the husband whom 1 chose, when iron fetters rlisgraced my hamle, and 
lo whose couia^e I owe the happiness of finding? myself a^^^ain in the arms 
t)f a father.' * He cannot doubt my profound gratitude,' replied tlw count. 

This sentence confirmeil Adolphe's confidence in his father-in-law, and 
he advanced towanis him to testify his respect. Monsieur de R«Bsy did 
not give him time but embraced him with the most tender cordiality, ^ My 
friends,' said he, loose no time in joining your mother, who would have come 
with me had her health permitted, for she is exceedingly impatient to see 
her dear children ; we have yet six leagues to go, the day is almost passed, 
and the roads are not very safe: let us proceeil. 

As Blanche was about to get back into her carriage, her father retained 
iier gently by the aim, and said, *for ainrwst seven years I have been separ- 
ated from you, my dear daughter, and have been deprived of your sweet 
companionship, you canuot refure to ride with me alone from here toRan- 
•y. When we have arrived there I will restore you toyour husband, and I 
know that he wdl make this small sacrifice ; is it^not time my dear son, that 
you will give up your wife to me until we reach home.' 

* Too happy, sir, in finding so tender a father, his feast wishes are my 
laws , and I would be a monster to deter Blanche in the slightest degree from 
performing the sacred duties of nature. 

< Such a maimer of speaking and thinking is an honor to you, my dear 
son, and makes me rejoice at the good fortune of my daughter. My little 
son, where is he ?' 

* He is sleeping soundly in the carriage.' ' 

*Do not awake him: when we arrive at Ransy I will embrace him with 
greater joy : but come, let us go on. 

Blanche, who reproached herself for doubting the tenderness of her father, 
pressed the hand of her husband, who was overcome with joy, and seated 
herself by the count in his chaise. 

As soon as they had started he requested her to relate to him everything 
which had happened since their cruel separation. Blanche recounted to 
himall that has been narrated. The couut appeared to listen with vivid 
interest, and bestowed upon ber every moment new marks of tenderness, at 
which she was niucfi moved. 

The carriages kept so close together that Blanche heard all the time the 
noise of the wheels of the other, and they could each be seen, the one from 
the other, until the darkness ot the night and the fogs, incident to that sea- 
son, rendered all ol)jects indistinguishable. 

Blanche thought they changed their route. — *JWe are approaching Ransy „' 
•aid she,' it seem to me that we have taken the cross-road.' * Yea,' replied 
the count, coolly, and he resumed the conversation where they had left off, 
seeking in every manner to distract his daughter. But she who beard no 
l/>nger the noise of the other carriage begged her father to stop, because she 
feared the postillion not knowing the road to Ransy, had not followed them 
the darkness preventins; him from seeing where they turned off. 

* They are certainly following, my daughter, but as we are on soft ground 
they cannot be heard. 

Blanche kept silence, and not being able to hear anything, began to grow 
inquiet.' I assure you, father, that they do not follow.' 

*• That must not alarm you,' replied the count,' for if you recollect the 
great road runs very near my house and they have probably gone that way, 
which will only make a half hour's difference in our arrivals.' 
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Blanche wm obliged to content herself with this answer, until the two 
hours having expired and not being in sight of Ransy, she became extremely 
mquict. ' I think that it is we who have gone astray, for it certainly cannot 
be so far.' 

*That is possible, but what remedy have we ?* replied her father with most 
perfect calmuess. 

' We can retrace our steps or send a messenger to the crossing of the 
road to see what has become of the other coach.' 

'That has gone on and they4iave reached home by this time.' 

* Reached home before us?' 

* Well ! what of that ? Madame de Ranzi will receive them well, I assure 
you, and your husband "will relate to her all that which you have told me, 
since we started, and Madame de Ranzi will listen with attention *and plea- 
«jre.' 

* But they will be anxious about us/ 

*|8o much the more pleasure the will have at seeeing us.' 
Blanche, who could not account for the tranquility of her father^ began to* 
entertain stong suspicions, and if darkness had not concealed the exprfssion 
of her countenance on it would have been seen painted the torments which 
she experienced, and, perhaps, that of the count's would have unveiled hia. 
sinister projects: but night belongs to the wicked, ami tbe care which they 
take to elect it is as a witness of th^ir deeds is a tacit f)roof that they cannot 
banish entirely from their souls the shame which they fvel, at>d the fear lest 
the light of day should discover them. Blanche kept silence and abandoned 
to the most cruel reflections, entertained an idea of jun)ping out of the coach 
at the risk of killing herself. In n moment when she thought that her father 
was asleep^ she sought to opep the door; but the count who watched her 
teaist movements, seized her arm at the moment when she was about to free 
herself from his tyranny. * What are doing?' said he with a voice that 
made her tremble. * Where do you wish to go ?' 

* My father!' 

* What means this movement ?' 

* I am almost dead with anxiety and fear.' 

' What need have you for alarm when you are with me ?' * Everything^ 
since T must at length say so; can I believe that you would suffer, with so 
much calmness, your men to drive astray in this forest if they did not follow 
your orders ? And I cannot dissimulate but that it is to separate me from 
my huiiband and my son.' 

< I admire,' said the coimt, * the honesty with which you judge me : such 
^aspioioDS deserve alone the treatment which you dread. Ungrateful girl, 
for whom I have done everything, and whose happiness is my greatest sbU 
icitude.' 

*Ah! my father, there is none for me except with Aolphe and my son.' 

* Who siioke of separating you from them ?' 

* But why are they not with me ?' 

Ms it my fault if they have not followed the road which the postillion 
look ?' 
"But where are we going? tell me, I conjure you.' 

* You will soon know.' 

At length thev stopped, and the gates being opened for them they rode in 
and they were closed behind them. Blanche, rather dead than alive, did not 
know what fate was prepared for her; *you are now at a house,' said her 
father, * from whence it will be impossible for you to go out, except by ex- 
ecuting my desires.' Thus saying he was about to leave, when Blanche, 
throwing herself at his feet, prayed him not to cause her death by separating 



Digitized by 



Google 



BLANCHE DE RANZL 68 

li€r from her husband. * Do you dare, perverse girl, to ghe this name to an 
adventurer who has ahuned your youih, and caused you to live in an iliieit 
manner at which you ought to blush! but ail may perhafps be repaired, 
•inct) Monsieur Sr, Uerme consents to marry youi' 

* Rather die the most wretched death.' 

* You shall not die : but never shall these gates be of>en to you unless you 
consent to become the bride of St. Herme,' and saying these words he got 
4nto his CMHch nnd drove oC 

Blanche fell fainting into the arnns of the nuns (for it was a convent) who 
profited by this moment to carry her into the apaitment which bad been 
fireviously pr&pared. 

Meantime Adoiphe had gone on without perceiving that the carriage of 
the count had left tliem ; and when they stopped at the gates of the Chateau 
de Ranzi, he was very much surprised not to see those who, as be thought, 
had preceded him. After knocking at the wicket, the porter opened the 
^ate and nsk^d what they ivanted. * To enter,' sai<l Adolphe. What is 
your name?* ^ The Chevalier de B***, son-in-law of M. de Ranzi, who 
cnust have reached here a quarter of an houri^o with my wife.' * Monsieur 
Che count has not returned. He went to dine with madame the countess m 
Paris. They will not be back for soi«e time.' Adolphe confounded by 
this intormation, banlly knew whether he was awake /or a sad dream was 
sporting with his senses. He insisted upon entering the chateau. * ft is at 
your service,' said the porter,' but 1 swear to you you will find no one in it* 

* No matter, said he, open the gates.' The porter obeyed. Adolphe inter- 
rogated the servants, but all answered the same thing. He wished to s<^t out 
Immediately for Paris; but as Zilia and the children needed rest, he deter- 
mined to wait imtit next day. At day-break he set out ibr the capital ; but 
he sought in vain for M. and Madame de Ranzi. At length, having no hope 
of finding them here and having but a few louis remaining, he saw no other 
#ay than to set out for Poictiers, where he hoped to find in the wisdom of 
liis father advice and assistance. Before leaving Paris, however, he went 
to the minister of war for the purpose of discovering in what regiint nt his 
eMer brother was, and had the misfortune to learn that he died six months 
l»efore by a fii41 from his horse. Everything appeared to have conspired 
against him. He inquied also of the convent of the Mathurins, what had 
become of father Hilaire, who had marrif'd him in Africa. They informed 
}iim that he had obtained a priory near Forcalq'iier in Provence, where he 
bad been for a year. When he arrived at Poictiers no one knew him, and ho 
told no one who be was, not wishing that his mother should learn his return 
from any btii himself. But just as he was setti ?g out to go to the old cha^ 
teau, he perceived one of the old domestics whose features he remeitihcred 
perfectly well, and he could not help askiog him news of M. and Madame 
de B**. • Ah, sir!' replied Jaques, it is more than seven years since we 
lost them both.' * Heavens !' cried Adolphe, * will you never cease to |)erae* 
cute the unhappy Adolphe?' * Adolphe!' said Jaques,* what! Are ybu the 
Chevalier <l€ B**. Yes, these were the features of Madam de B**. My 
dear master where have you be^n so long ?' Adolphe plunged into pro- 
found grief, hardly heard what Jaques saiiJ ; and the old man takitii? his 
hands covered them with tears. *Come, come. Monsieur Adolphe, 1 will 
lell you the misfortunes of your family. I am not rich but I can still offer 
you a shelter.' What haj becmne of my family, my sisters? For, alas! I 
know the fate of my Brother.' ^Thcy are well,' said Jaques. * Where ar» 
tliey ?' ' At Fonterrautt, wliere the eldest, you know was a nun before your 
departure, and the younger has hitely enforei the convent, never expecting 
to see you affain. But come, I live at a quarter of a league fVom the city on 

• little Sum: Adolphe^ ui the grief that orerwhelmed hiin» found hinwelf 
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much comforted in meoting with Jacques, and they Went together to th^ 
little cuttHge* Jacques was fitted with joy in embracing the littie Louis, 
and Mathurin« who hud nuraed Adoiphe in his infancy knew wet! how to 
careers him and his children. On the road, Adoiphe rehited to Jacques ali 
the principal events of his life, and learned from him, that the abbe was no 
«Bore,»nd that t^ere remained littie or nothing of his father's property, 
leaving only about six hundred livres rent for Emily and Ado)(d>e, whicli 
decided the former to enter a convent, though she tiitle desired to do sow 
* At leaflt,' Maid Adoiphe, ^I ahall be in ttn^ to prevent her from making so 
great a sacrifice. To whom does tfie old manor beiong ?' * To a young mav 
who wishes to sell it.' < What does he ask for it?' 'AboiK fifteen thoi*- 
sand Itvres, be told noe.' * Ah, well !' said Adoiphe,^! am stiU able to buy 
It of him. Let us not lose a moment.' in the eve»iug he went to a notary 
and was put in possession of the manor, at which the children were mueh 
de!iG^h:ed. 

' Tliis arrangement made, Adoiphe set out for Fonterrauh. As soon as he 
arrived at the convent he asked to speak with Madame de H^*. At lirst 
she did not recognize her brother, but Adoiphe having drawn from hia 
bosom the portrait of his mother and the letter of his father, %he iikimed lately 
remembered hin», whom she thought dead long ago,and ran to seek Emily 
and to tell the whele house that her brother hud returned. All was excite- 
ment in the convent. The nuns came in crowds to thegiating, and 
all spe^iking at once, poor Adoiphe hardly knew which to answer. Emily 
well leinembered that she had a brother whom she had tenderly loved, but 
she Ciiuld not recollect his countenance, e8{>ecialty as there was a great dif- 
ference between a child of a dozen years and a man of twenty-nine, but 
Madame de B** having assured her that he was her brother, she loaded 
him with a thousand caresses. 

^ I fear,' said Adoiphe, at length, ' you have taken this dress only to av^oid 
poverty.' * Alus ! it Is too trHe,' said Emilv. * Ah, well I my dear giri^ I 
will insitst on your puting it off. If 1 am never to see my dear Blanche 
again, 1 have need of yf>u to.tnkecare of my son.' Emily who could wish 
nothing l>etter. agreed imn>ediately. Madame de B. promised her brother 
to teil him everything that could be Interesting to him, and gave up to him 
Emily, whom he conducted to the house of the good Jacques, whence he 
set out on horse-back alone, two days after, for Fulcalquier. 

But let us turn to the unfortunate wonrran whom we left shut up in tfae 
convent of almut five leagues from the |>riory of faiher Hilaire. 

The instant when Blanche recovered her senses she saw herself sur-o 
rounded by twenty women clothed In black, who examined her withsearch-^ 
iyg curiosity. One of them held out a breviary, another sprinkled her with 
holy water; two wax candles and a crucifix were pieced on a table near her 
bed, with a white cross worked upon it. These sad emblems m^de her 
think for a moment that she was dead. 

* VViiere am I ?' said she, in a trembling voice. 

' In a holy house, where, since the Lord hsM restored you to life, you will 
have time to repent of your sins.' 

* Why am 1 here ? I am married, legitimately married to. a man worthy 
of me in every I'espeet.' The nuns were astonished at the calmness wbieli 
Blanche displayed. Madame de Ranzi, whilst her husband had gone fbrr 
ward to meet his daughter, with the design of leading her into a cruel 
snare, had come to the iibbey to make sure that they received her daughter, 
whom sh ^ painted in tlie most abominable colors, saying that within eigh^ 
days she would obtain a lettre-de-caohet, by which she should be shut up m 
the convent iintil sheooiisented to merry Saint- Herme. 

. Blanche, left, alone^gotop, and asked te eqw&iLwicb theAhbesA Noir 
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withstanding her impression respecting her, she'received her prisoner with 
politeness and confidence. 

Then Madame de B** related all that had happened, since she had been 
taken from the coast of Provence. In her story she happened to mention 
the name of Father Uilaire. 

* Sister, beware, leat all you hafe spoken be proved absolutely false. I 
will send for him. If your statements prove true it will be useful loyou.' 

Blanche couM not conceive what the Abbess meant. As soon as father 
Hilaite entered, Blanche threw herself into his arms. * Ah Heaven !' said 
she, ' how happy I am in seeing you again !' 

* What fortune has thrown us togethei once. How is M. de B. ? 

* Was it you then,' said the Abbess, * whe married this lady to M. de B.?* 

* It was, madame.' * Protect her then against the injustice of her parents 
I who wish her to espouse S&int-Herme.* *Tliey cannot do it. Her marriage 

is perfectly valid.' 

Father Hilaire immediately took efifectual measures to prevent this un- 
holy alliance, and to bring Adolphe to the convent. Nothing could be com- 
pared to the joy he felt when he learned that Blanche was in safety, 
|\ Soon after Saint-Herme arrived at the convent, and having found that 

his plans were frustrated did not appear there again. 

The Abbess delivered Blanche into the hands of her husband, wishing 
her every happiness. 

Arrived at the house of the good Jacques, Blacnhfi found herself happy 
in being united to her family. Emily was enchanted wi'h her. If fear for 
the future had not made them someiimes anxious, they would have been 
completely happy. But they could not conceal from themselves, that if Mon- 
sieur and Madame de Ranzidid not bestow a dowry on their, daughter, they 
would possess nothing under the sun except their little manor. 
^ Many months had now elapsed, without having any news when one day 

^4 they saw their friend Vandeman entering the court-yard, 

! * I <lo not bring you, said he; so good news as I could wish, but we have 

^ gained something, and we have not done it without difficulty Monsieur and 

Mad. de Ranzi sanction your marriage, and settle on you a thousand crowns.' 
This change of fortune procured for them many things of which they 
were before <leprived. They occupied themselves with the education of 
Louis whom they went to college. As to Effei he remained on the farm, 
1 which one day Adolpl^e determined to bestow on him. A secret charm ai- 

^ tached Vanderman to France ; he had been much affected by Emily charms 

and her modest virtue rendered her every day more dear lo him. Not be- 
ing able any longer to repress his sentiments, he determined to speak to her 
about them. Emily, who could not regard him with indifiference, neither 
rejected nor encouraged him. 

* 1 esteem you sir, nmch ; but I am so poor that I am sure your parents 
would oppose our union, and I am so proud that a refusal would kill me. 

Vandeman saw that lie could hope nothing without the consent of his 
parents, and he determined to write to them. He received a very favorable 
answer. The only condition was, that Emily should consent to refide in 
Holland wUh her husband. She consented^ and Adolphe led them to the altar. 
^ The separation between ttie sisters was very affecting. They promised to 
meet at Paris every year, in order to enjoy the pleasures tliis city offers to 
the rich. Blanche knew no other pleasure than that of constituting the hap- 
piness of Adolphe. She watched carefully over th6. education of her child 
and the little Kimonien, whom she had adopted. Her interesting conduct, 
however effected no change in the sentiments of her parents. 

At length Saint-Herme married a neice of Madame de Ranzi, who per- 
suaded her husband to bestow OQ faiiua large part of bis property. Saint- 
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Hei'Mfiey fiir from being grateful for their kittkness, soon laid epen to them 
his viilainous character, and left them lo regret that they had ditsowded 
Blanche for his sake. For a long time, however, self-love prevented tliem 
from listening to the intercessions of Father Hilaire. But a suit that Saint* 
Uerme set on foot to gel away their property, while they were yet alive,' 
paused them Auch violent grief that they fell sipk. Father Hilaire, who had 
just hef<^re received a lerter from Blanche to her mother, went to Ranzi, an^ 
and havjji)g learned that the coumeKS wa:^ sick at Marseilles, he set out for 
that city. 

He foimd hoih the count and courilejssso sick that their lives were (consid- 
ered in dfiwger. He thought this time favurable to recall them to proper 
feelings towards their daughetr and putting the letter before them, said. 

'Shall this letter also be unanswered ? Do you yot fear that He, who iiAsi 
made forgiveness of injuries thefiri^tof his commandments, will demanj &(, 
you an account of your obstinacy towards your daughter.', 

'Aiaalholy father, if we had listened to y^ou before,' we should not have 
been reduced to our present grief. Our love to Saint-Herme has been repay* 
ed by the blackest ingratitude. What obligation shall we confer on our chil- 
dren, by calling them to us, when a base man has squandered nearly all bur 
property ?' 

^It is not interest, which induces them. All they desire is to return to 
your affection.' ♦ 

*4^oyou tU'^nk, sai({ the count, they can ever pardon our injustice towards 
them.' 'They would be too happy in regaining your favor.' *Ah well, 
then, father write to them to returq.' * If you would add a word to my let- 
ter, it would have more weight than^any thing I can say.' » I will do all 
you wish, for i feel that it would be cruel to die without being reconciled to 
them.' ♦ You shall not di*^ Matlame, and you shall enjoy the pleasure of 
being surrounded by yoiir children ' 'But J imagine, they may not ^e in a 
state to perform the journey ; here are two hundj:ed ioui^ which you had 
l>etier give them at Poiciiers.' 

Father Hilaire found readily, a hill of exchange on that city, and enclosed il 
in a letter, in which he earnestly pressed the immediate depaiture of his 
friends for M. and Madame de Ranzi were in an almost desperate con- 
dition. Blanche, her husband, and her son lost no time, and arrived while 
the old man was yet alive. He gave his hand to them and signified all his 
regret for having so cruelly abused them. Blanche assured him, that she 
remembered only his present kindness; she prei^ented to him her husband 
at)d son, he i^lessed ihcm; and immediately fell back on the bed and breathe4 
bis last. Madame de Ranzi survived a short time, and ever to the last 
moment of her life she testified to her daughter, how sincerely she repented 
for having delayed her favor until so late. ' 

Adolphe and Blanche, though they received hut a small part of what 
would have beau ilieirs but for the villany of Saint-Herme were yet rich.— 
They sold the property they had in Provence, and bought extensive land 
in Poitou, near the old manor, which he gave to £ffei. They kept with 
them the ^ood Andre, and forgot, in a peacful old age, the evil they had suf- 
fered in their youth. 

. Every three yeiM's, they went to Paris, where M. and Madame Vandeman 
met them, and they passed together four or five months. Louis entered the 
army, wjiere heserved with distmotion. Jaques and his family were estab- 
lished at the chateau. Zaor and Zilia lived witb their master, without a 
wish to return to their country. Adolphe caused a cenoCaph to be erected 
in memory of Effei Aro^tte, and preserved, till bis latest moments the re* 
meuibrani^e of the most tender friend, who had ever existed. 

THE EMR 
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